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Ecuador Meets Economic Stress; 
Bank Credits, Living Costs Up 


Ecuador’s foreign-exchange holdings declined in February by more 
than US$1 million, but March data indicated that the downward trend 
was being checked, and that the situation should improve when the chief 
export crops begin to move in volume into international markets. 


On the other hand, the lack of 


season when it should have been heavy 
threatened to cause damage to rice, 
potato, and other crops, thereby reduc- 
ing the country’s dollar earnings. 

Bank credits have been expanded and 
the cost of living has risen. Present 
prospects are that the Government will 
borrow more funds to carry out highway 
construction and other development 
projects, and that the Government’s 
dollar expenditures will rise. 


Exchange Deficit Accrued 


The country’s international monetary 
reserve, including gold holdings and con- 
tribution to the International Monetary 
Fund, at the end of February amounted 
to 438.3 million sucres (1 sucre=about 
US$0.066). This figure represents an- 
other substantial loss in exchange as 
compared with the January 31 total of 
456.5 million and the year-end figure of 
485.7 million sucres. 


Thus in the first 2 months of 1954 
a deficit of more than US$3.1 million 
has accrued which, if added to the 1953 
deficit of US$7.2 million, constitutes a 
source of increased concern in cer- 
tain quarters of the financial commu- 
nity. If the downward trend is not soon 
checked, measures to restrict imports 
may be necessary. 


The money supply in the hands of 
the public averaged 1,075 million sucres 
in February, a decline of 23.9 million 
sucres from the December 1953 figure— 
a result attributable principally to the 
continuing deficit in Ecuador’s balance 
of payments. 

The contractive effect of the slight 
decrease in circulating media was again 
more than offset by the increased cred- 
its extended by the national banking 
system. The credit portfolios of private 
banks attained a new record high of 
457.2 million sucres on February 28, 
compared with 444.4 million sucres in 
January, and slightly over 400 million 
sucres a year ago. 

Bank deposits, however, declined from 
645.5 million sucres on February Ito 
632.1 million on February 28, doubtless 


rain in the coastal area during the 





reflecting the drop in foreign-exchange 
holdings and internal money supply. 

The cost-of-living indexes compiled 
by the Ministry of Economy, covering 
purchases by middle- and working-class 
families in Quito, for the fourth con- 
secutive month showed a general rise 
indicating that internal factors making 
for expansion apparently outweigh the 
contractionary effect of external factors. 
For middle-class families the general 
index in February was 110.9 (August 
1950-July 1951100), compared with 
109.37 in January, and the 1953 low in 
October of 103.87. The general index for 
the working class was 109.21 in Feb- 
ruary, compared with 108.38 in January, 
and 102.40 in October 1953. Similar in- 
creases have occurred in analogous data 
compiled by another source for Guaya- 
quil. 


Public Lands Law Modified 


Public lands legislation was modified 
in late February in an effort to cen- 
tralize procedures and administration, 
clarify present conflicting and confusing 
lines of authority, and encourage settle- 
ment of new lands. Under the new 
modifications, the Ministry of Economy 
will be the only Government agency 
empowered to dispose of Government 
lands. Heretofore certain municipal and 
provincia] agencies of the Government 
have had a portion of public lands for 
disposal and the Ministry of Defense 
has been responsible for land grants in 
the eastern jungle (Oriente) region and 
the Galapagos Islands. The new decree 
establishes maximum acreages which 
may be allotted to any one person, sets 
forth the conditions under which land 
reverts to the State, and provides for 
the surveying and charting of public 
lands. 

Thirty head of Hereford cattle ar- 
rived in Ecuador from the United States 
in early March and an additional 38 
head were expected. Ecuadoran hus- 
bandmen appear to be building up their 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of worlg 
trade—ranging from compre 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations 
—is quickly and directly available 
to businessmen in their own 
or localities through the 33 Fielg 
Offices of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi. 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information and 
publications sent to them 
from Washington, they are wel] 
equipped to serve world traders in 
their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur. 
nished with Department of Commerce 
publications, reference material, and 
other information, for use by 
businessmen. . 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. 8S. Courthouse. 
Atlanta 3, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St 


Bldg. 
Boston % Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. : 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Se 
Jasper Bidg., West End Broad 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 755 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Cole., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
El bs Tex., Chamber of Commerce 
g. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bl 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 112 W. Ninth 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 36 NE. First St. 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave. 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 
New York 13, N. Y., 346 Broadway. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 717 Liberty Ave. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Courthouse, 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 400 E. Main St. 
St. Louis 1, Moa 910 New Federal Bldg 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
San Francisco 2, Calif., 870 Market &t 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse 
Post Office Bidg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 





Samuel W. Anderson, Assistoni Secretory 
for International Affairs 
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Some Soft Spots Develop 


Belgian Economy Makes Slight Gains 


The Belgian economy showed a slight general improvement in 1953 
over 1952, although soft spots developed in several major industries. 

The overall industrial production index—published by the Agence 
Economique et Financiere (AGEFI), a private financial newspaper— 
climbed to an average of 141.7 (1936-38=100) in 1953 from 134.1 in the 


preceding year. Production of cement, 
paper, textiles, and electricity rose. 
Gains also were made in agricultural 
output and construction. However, the 
production volume declined in the coal, 
steel, and metal manufacturing indus- 
tries, three of the most important seg- 
ments of the Belgian economy. 


Increases ranging between 5 and 10 
percent occurred in domestic sales of 
foodstuffs, household articles, and such 
luxury items as toys, jewelry, and 
sporting goods. Average daily unem- 
ployment, including persons partially 
unemployed, was 288,223 in December 
1953, compared with 236,425 in Novem- 
ber and 325,129 in December 1952. 

The AGEFT index of wholesale prices 
rose slightly to 413 (1936-38=100) in 
December 1953 from 412 in November 
but was considerably under the 429 
level of the previous December. The 
retail price index slipped from 419.3 to 
418.4 between November and December 
1953; but the December figure was a 
little above the 416.5 of December 1952. 

Although Belgium-Luxembourg  for- 
eign trade declined and its trade deficit 
increased during 1953, hard currency 
reserves—including United States and 
Canadian dollars, convertible Swiss 
francs, and convertible sterling—rose 
to 1,994 million Belgian francs in De- 
cember 1953 from 1,431 million francs 
in December 1953 (1 Belgian franc= 
US$0.02). December gold reserves 
amounted to 38,786 million francs com- 
pared with 38,290 million in November 
and 35,295 million in December 1952. 

By the year end the Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg net cumulative surplus in the 
European Payments Union stood at an 
estimated equivalent of approximately 
$726.6 million, up from about $697.8 
million on September 30, 1953, but be- 
low the $761.3 million at the end of the 
preceding year. 


Trade Deficit Increases 


On the basis of provisional statistics, 
Belgium-Luxembourg Economic Union 
(BLEU) imports declined to approxi- 
mately 120,450 million Belgian francs 
in 1953 from some 121,891 million in 
1952. Exports in 1953 fell to about 
112,267 million from 121,566 million in 

preceding year. 

However, during the first 11 months 
of 1953, the latest period for which 
statistics are available, the BLEU trade 

nce with the United States showed 
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considerable improvement over previ- 
out postwar years. BLEU imports from 
the United States in the January- 
November period of 1953 averaged 
about 1,033 million francs per month, 
and exports averaged some 984 million 
compared with average monthly im- 
ports and exports of 1,506 million and 
768 million, respectively, for the year 
1952. 


Coal and petroleum exports increased 
by volume during 1953, although the 
values were lower than in 1952, Other 
exports, including rubber, wood, paper, 
cotton, nonferrous metals, inedible 
vegetable oils, and animal products, 
slumped during 1953. 

The decline in exports to the United 
States has been largely attributed to 
lessening demand in this country for 
BLEU iron and steel during the second 
half of 1953. Important drops occurred 
also in other metals, textiles, chemicals, 
and glass. Except for rayon textiles, 
however, these other categories turned 
upward again in October and Novem- 
ber 1953. : 

BLEU imports from the United 
States were relatively stable during the 
third quarter of 1953, principally be- 
cause of a substantial increase in cok- 
ing coal imports and smaller increases 
in imports of chemical products and to- 
bacco. 

BLEU trade terms were less favor- 
able in 1953 than ip the preceding year. 
Import prices did not fall as far or as 
rapidly as export prices. However, as 
the last quarter of 1953 came to a close, 
exports of manufactured products were 
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rising in volume, and the export prices 
of these items were picking up. 


Coal Stockpile Rises Sharply 

Belgian coal production declined 
slightly in 1953 to 30,059,231 metric 
tons compared with 30,384,407 metric 
tons during 1952. At the end of 1953 
over 3 million metric tons of coal were 
stockpiled at the mines, an 80-percent 
increase over the stockpile existing’ at 
the close of the preceding year. 


Average daily output per worker rose 
to approximately 755 kilograms in 1953 
compared with 744 kilograms a year 
earlier. For the fourth quarter of 1953 
this figure averaged 764 compared with 
755 during the corresponding period 
of 1952. 


BLEU exports of coal rose about 50 
percent over the 1952 figures for an 
estimated total of 4,073,400 metric tons, 
largely because of increased shipments 
to France, Italy, and the Netherlands. 
However, 1953 exports were still below 
prewar levels. The 1936-38 annual 
average was, 4,331,015 metric tons, 


Monthly coal imports from the 
United States averaged 47,198. metric 
tons during the first 3 quarters of 1953, 
compared with 82,847 metric tons dur- 
ing the corresponding period of 1952. 
However, the rate began to pick up 
sharply in June 1953 as a result of a 
sizable drop in ocean freight rates, 
which permitted American coal to un- 
dersell certain competing types of Bel- 
gian coal. To help reduce domestic 
coal stockpiles, the Belgian Govern- 
ment began in October 1953 to limit 
the issuance of licenses for coal imports 
from the United States. This limita- 
tion was further tightened for the first 
quarter of 1954, 


Steel Output Drops 


Belgium’s 1953 crude steel produc- 
tion has been estimated at 4,398,736 
metric tons, 12 percent below that for 
the preceding year. Fourth-quarter 
1953 output fell to some 1,086,082 met- 
ric tons compared with 1,302,422 metric 
tons during the like period of 1952. 

In Deceniber 1953 steel production in- 
creased a little in response to a slight 
rise in new orders. Throughout the 
fourth quarter of 1953 demand was 
greatest for steel rods, orders for fine 
steel plates also showing increases. De- 
mand for galvanized sheets improved a 
little during the early part of December. 

Exports of blooms, billets, and bars 
for the first 9 months of 1953 dropped 
31 percent below the figure for the first 
9 months of 1952. 

Output of metal manufactures during 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Colombian Business Conditions Favorable 


Business in general continued at very satisfactory levels in Colombia 
in the latter part of March, although certain events and trends were 
causing concern in industrial and trade circles. 

Import liberalization and the prospective abundance of dollar ex- 
change were encouraging faster inventory liquidation in anticipation of 


greater sales competition. 


Amendments .to the labor code, 
whereby the required dismissal notice 
was extended to 45 days, and additional 
expected reforms, including new mini- 
mum wage scales, will serve to increase 
operating costs. 

Gold and dollar holdings of the Bank 
of’ the Republic, as of March 12, 
amounted to $190 million, exclusive of 
Colombia’s $12.5-million gold payment 
on its subscription to the International 
Monetary Fund. Reflecting abundant 
supply with only moderate demand, the 
premium rate on export certificates de- 
ereased to around 97 centavos per dol- 
lar. Gold dollars remained fairly steady 
at between 2.75 and 2.80 pesos, but 
fhe street or unofficial rate weakened 
further to about 2.61 pesos per dollar. 


The national income for 1954, accord- 
ing to the Controller General, has been 
forecast at 8 billion pesos, an increase 
of 500 million pesos over 1953. The 
national income in 1945 was placed at 
only 2 billion pesos. 


Foreign Capital Increases 


Foreign capital is coming to Colombia 
at a higher rate than last year, regis- 
trations to March 13 having amounted 
to $14.6 million as against $42.6 million 
during all of 1953. 

Expanded dollar revenues in 1953 and 
the prospect of even higher dollar earn- 
ings in 1954, because of inflated coffee 
prices, gave rise in March to a recur- 
rence of speculation and a public dis- 
cussion of free exchange or a lower 
legal exchange rate. It appears that the 
present system will remain unchanged 
for the time being. -However, Govern- 
ment policy heretofore has strongly 
favored stable exchange rates and only 
a very gradual move toward relaxation 
of official controls seems likely. 

The French Bank for Industry and 
Commerce has announced that it will 
open a branch in Bogota, with an initial 
capital of 2 million pesos, authorization 
for which has been approved by the 
local banking authorities. . 

A reinsurance company, Compania 
Reaseguradora de Colombia, has been 
organized with an initial capital of 5 
million pesos. The stockholders are local 
and foreign insurance companies operat- 
ing in the country. The new firm will 
reinsure policies issued in Colombia, re- 
sulting in a considerable saving in dollar 
exchange. The dollar cost of this service 
*in 1953 was about $3 million. 

Colombia will sign in the near future 
a commercial and payments agreement 
with Argentina covering the exchange 
of commodities in either direction 
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valued at about $6 million. Colombia 
would export principally coffee and pos- 
sibly petroleum and would receive 
Argentine canned meats, wheat que- 
bracho, and wool and wool yarns. 
Pending final negotiations are trade 
agreements with Ecuador and Chile; 
Greece and India are reported to be 
seeking negotiations. 


Belgian Mission Studies Trade 


A Belgian trade mission, composed 
of 16 representatives of Belgian indus- 
try, commerce, and banking, arrived in 
Bogota on March 13 for a 2-week visit. 
The mission studied the possibilities for 
capital investments in Colombia and 
means of increasing trade between the 
two countries. 


In addition to holding discussions with 
the National Bureau of Economic and 
Fiscal Planning, the Manager of the Na- 
tional Railways, the Institute of Water 
and Electric Power Utilization, and the 
Institute of Municipal Development, 
members of the mission reportedly 
opened negotiations with individual 
Colombian businessmen leading toward 
the establishment of agencies and rep- 
resentations for Belgian industries. 


The mission not only provided the 
informational and business liaison serv- 
ices customary to such missions but 
was prepared to accept orders on the 
spot for Belgian manufacturers and 
through the representatives of the Bel- 
gian banks accompanying the mission 
to extend credits required. Visits of 
trade groups from Austria and Japan 
have been announced for April and May. 


Overall Crop Output Down 


A preliminary estimate of crop pro- 
duction in 1953 released by the Colom- 
bian Ministry of Agriculture confirms 
the long-suspected fact that an earlier 
forecast of grain production in 1953 had 
been overly optimistic and that the 
total tonnage of all grain crops har- 
vested was actually smaller than in 
1952. The wheat crop of 145,000 metric 
tons and the barley crop of 65,000 tons 
were slightly larger than those of a 
year earlier, but corn production at 
770,000 tons was the same for both 
years, and milled rice production at 
200,000 tons was 12 percent below that 
of 1952. 

Of the other major food crops, in- 
creases were reported in the produc- 
tion of bananas, sugar, and potatoes, 
while the production of panela, dry 
beans and peas, and plantains declined, 
and production of fresh fruits and veg- 


etables and yucca remained un 
Cotton production increased 61 

over the preceding year, while tobaceg 
production rose by 14 percent; the 
cacao crop was the same in both years, 
The 1952-53 coffee crop was 
smaller than the record 1951-52 crop, 
dropping to 284,000 tons. 

Coffee dropped out of the center of 
the economic stage in February, gh 
though the announcement at the 
Caracas Conference that the United 
States had no intention of im 
price controls on coffee momen 
brought the subject back into the lime 
light. The statement was well received 
but apparently was considered some. 
what anticlimactic, and editorial com. 
ment on that point was brief. Mean. 
while, coffee prices set new highs al 
most every week and attention was be. 
ing directed to some of the unfavorable 
implications of the current price trends, 


Bumper Coffee Crop Expected 

In March it was reported that the 
harvesting of the main coffee crop in 
the major producing departments would 
be in full swing within @& few weeks, 
All indications pointed to a bumper 
1953-54 crop that appeared likely t» 
exceed the previous record of 6.7 million 
bags set in the 1951-52 crop year. The 
immediate coffee supply position, how- 
ever, remained extremely tight. The 
rate of exports dropped sharply during 
March, and stocks in ports and in 
transit were at the lowest levels in 
some time. Reliable trade sources re 
ported that coffee supplies in interior 
warehouses were practically exhausted 
Stocks will continue to be scarce until 
the new crop comes on the market in 
volume in April and May. 


CARE To Ship Milk, Cheese 


An agreement was signed on March 
12 between the Colombian Government 
and CARE, providing for the shipment 
to and distribution in Colombia of 2 
million pounds of skim milk powder and 
500,000 pounds of cheese over a 6-month 
period. CARE undertakes to request the 
U.S. Government to donate the dry skim 
milk and cheese from surplus stocks 
and to arrange all details for shipment 
to Colombia. The Colombian Goverr 
ment is to pay all costs of packaging 
and delivery; waives all import duties, 
taxes, and fees; and agrees that dif 
tribution will be subject to CARES 
observation and supervision, 

A plant-by-plant survey of factories 
making alimentary pastes, crackers, and 
cookies is being conducted by the Mit 
istry of Development to determine 
requirements for imported semolina 
soft wheat flour. Import quotas 1 
each factory are to be set on the 
of their estimated requirements after 
the survey is completed. 

Stockholders of the steel mill Ee 
presa Siderurgica Nacional de Paz @ 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





BSReeFe, SETTERS SETEREEP | 


ete 


® 


Beate, Ese 


SR ORRERE TEE 


eogeRSE? 


Eee 


a §Be8 


EE 


> SG 
3 
~~. iJal 


| 


seaFsia D 


“. 


EFee 


SPEPESHRESE FEFerR rates 


Bea e 


@ 
om 
S 


BERARG 


7 
z 


E 


ereS RE 


A 


eEPud 


y RE 


& 
& 


z 











_ 


S. A., elected in March a new 
poard of directors, including three rep- 
sentatives of the National Government 
and two for private stockholders, and 
increased the authorized capital of the 
frm from 100 million to 250 million 

The manager of the enterprise, 

who was reelected, announced that pig- 

uction would begin on June 13 

and that the steel mill would be in full 

tion by December. Pig-iron pro- 

duction is planned to coincide with the 

first anniversary of the assumption of 

the presidency of Colombia by General 
Rojas Pinilla. 

At approximately the same time the 
Government was authorized by decree 
No, 702 of March 5, to assume directly 
all domestic and foreign obligations of 
Paz de Rio in exchange for —_ of 
stock, and to purchase additional shares 
to the amount necessary to finance the 
final construction of the project. 


The Colombian fishing industry suf- 
fered a setback with the announcement 
by the Empacadora de Santa Marta, the 
second largest fish cannery on the 
northern coast, that it will discontinue 
operations in April. Since the firm was 
organized 3 years ago its operations 
have been unprofitable as a_result of 
its inability to maintain large volume 
production because of an insufficient 
supply of fish and the lack of automatic 
canning machinery. 


Labor Code Modified 


Several modifications were made to 
the Colombian labor code and were in- 
corporated into decree Nos. 616 and 617, 
of February 26. Most of the changes 
are minor. However, the following 
modifications to decree No. 616 are of 
importance: 


®@ Article 1 provides for a mandatory 
notification period of 45 days or pay- 
ment of salary for that period in lieu 
of notification before the discharge of 
workers under contracts for unstated 
periods of time. The previous notifica- 
tion period was the pay period used by 
the employer, which might be as short 
as 1 week. 

® Article 2 provides that trade union 
Officials may be discharged, transferred, 
or reduced in grade by employers only 
for just cause as determined by the 
Ministry of Labor. Under the previous 
Provisions of the labor code it was 
possible for an employer to discharge a 
union official by payment of an extra 
6 months’ salary. 

® Article 14, paragraph 2, provides 
that upon the expiration of an agree- 
Ment on minimum salaries and work 
conditions between a union and an em- 
Ployer the expired agreement will re- 
Main in effect until a new contract is 
concluded —Emb., Bogota. 





U. S. exports of nonmetallic miner- 
als decreased to $89.3 million in Jan- 
Wary 1954 from $101 million in Decem- 
. ber 1953, the Bureau of the Census, 
ay Department of Commerce, re- 
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Pakistan Gas Pipeline 
Stock Oversubscribed 


A public offering of 96,390 ordinary 
shares at 100 rupees each (1 rupee= 
US$0.30225) in the newly formed Sui 
Gas Transmission Co. was _ oversub- 
scribed on March 30 in the first 4 
hours. The offering completed the 
equity financing of the company which 
will be distributed as follows: 


Shares 
Pakistan Industrial Development Corp. 96,390 
Commonwealth Development Finance Co. 92,61 
Burmah Oil Co. 92,61 


96,390 
378,000 

The balance of the funds required 
to construct a 350-mile pipeline from 
Sui to Karachi, and distribution lines, 
is expected to be furnished by a loan of 
approximately £5 million (US$14 mil- 
lion) from the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development for 
which application has been made. Cort- 
struction is scheduled to start on Octo- 
ber 1, 1954, and the target date for 
completion is May 1, 1955. 


























Asuncion Electric Rates 
Increased on April | 


Electric rates in Asuncion, Para- 
guay, and immediate area were in- 
creased by Executive decree effective 
April 1. The new rates are set forth 
below in guaranies, compared with the 
old rates in effect from September 1, 
1952, to March 31, 1954. 


For Asuncion and Suburban Towns of Fer- 
nando de La Mora and Trinidad: 


Old New 
Household lighting per 
OR as eS 2-00 
Industrial power: 
1 to 100 kw.-hr. ............ 1.30 1.80 
101 to 1,000 kw.-hr. .... 1.25 1.75 
1,001 to 10,000 kw.-hr. 1.20 1.70 
10,001 to 50,000 kw.-hr. 1.15 1.50 
Above 50,000 kw.-hr..... 1.10 1.40 


For towns of Luque, San Lorenzo, and Campo 
Grande: 


Household lighting per 
0 Ara eek SAC 1.00 2.10 
Industrial power per 


BOURGES cccrithinn-cietiaitmaecd Same as Asuncion 
The official free buying rate of the 
guarani is 59.50 to US$1. The new. de- 
cree retains the unusual feature of a 
rate of 0.30 guarani per kw.-hr. for 
customers who use less than 10 kw.-hr. 
per month. 





United States Becomes Best 
Customer of Western Berlin 


Total exports from Western Berlin 
in 1953 reached 349 million German 
marks, as against 339 million marks in 
1952. These figures are not directly 
comparable, however, as the 1953 fig- 
ure does not include individual export 
shipments valued at less than 500 Ger- 
man marks, 

Two-thirds of Western Berlin exports 
went to European Payments Union and 
other clearing countries, though the 
United States, taking 9 percent-of the 
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Mexican Peso Devalued 
Effective April 17 


The devaluation of the Mexican peso 


from 8.65 pesos per US$1 to a new rate 
of 12.50 pesos per US$1 was announced 
on April 1% At the new rate, the peso 
is equivalent to US$0.08 as compared 
with US$0.1156 previously; in terms of 
gold, the new parity is 0.0710937 grams 
of fine gold per peso or 437.5 pesos per 
troy ounce of fine gold. 

The devaluation was made with the 
concurrence of the International Mone- 
tary Fund, which also has concluded a 
standby agreement under which the 
Mexican Government may purchase up 
to US$50 million from the fund with 
Mexican pesos at any time during the 
next 6 months. The availability of this 
credit will serve to strengthen Mex- 
ito’s reserve position during the period 
of readjustment to the new par value. 

The United States-Mexican Stabili- 
zation Agreement is not affected by the 
devaluation and remains in force. Under 
this agreement, the U. S. Treasury 
Stabilization Fund stands ready to pur- 
chase pesos up to an amount equivalent 
to US$75 million. No purchases of Mex- 
ican pesos have been made under the 
agreement. 


Pressure on Reserves Heavy 

In outlining the situation and the 
reasons for the devaluation, the Mexi- 
can authorities have referred to bal- 
ance-of-payments difficulties and an 
outflow of funds, which caused increas- 
ing pressure on the Bank of Mexico’s 
regerves. The balance-of-payments dif- 
culties have been due principally to a 
decline in export proceeds and net tour- 
ist receipts, while’ imports have con- 
tinued at a high level. The result was a 
deficit on current account in 1953 and 
the expectation of a deficit this Year. 

About the first of April, there ap- 
peared to be a speculative outflow of 
eapital which added to the pressure on 
Mexico’s reserves. Under these condi- 
tions, the decision was made to estab- 
lish a new par- value for the peso which 
is expected to remedy the balance-of- 
payments difficulties and thus enable 
Mexico to avoid restrictions on the tra- 
ditional freedom of exchange. . 





total, headed the list of principal cus- 
tomers. In 1952, the United States fol- 
lowed Sweden and the United Kingdom 
in purchases. 

Exports in 1953 were principally elec- 
trical and machinery items, which ac- 
counted for two-thirds of the total, but 
shipments of heavy steel goods—such 
as railway material— were made to 
Greece, Turkey, and Argentina. Great 
interest was shown in pharmaceuticals 
and _ scientific publications. Canned 
hams were shipped mainly to the 
United States and England. 
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lrish Foreign Trade Shows Increase; 
Export Value Totals $114 Million 


The value of goods imported into Ireland in 1953 increased by 
7 percent over 1952 and amounted to £183 million, while Irish exports 
rose by 12 percent and reached £114 million. 

As exports increased more than imports, Ireland’s adverse trade 
balance was reduced from £71 million in 1952 to £69 million last year. 


The bulk of imports came from Great 
Britain, as usual, and the major part of 
exports went there. Percentages were 
49.5 and 75.5 percent, respectively, com- 
pared with 49.4 and 72 percent in 1952. 
In fact, most of last year’s export in- 
crease was accounted for by shipments 
to Great Britain. 

The policies introduced in 1952 of 
restricting imports and of shifting. im- 
ports from hard-currency, particularly 
dollar, to soft-currency sources, con- 
tinued during 1953. However, restriction 
of imports was not applied with the 
same rigor as in 1952, because the 
stockpiles which accumulated in 1951 
had been largely consumed. Some re- 
laxation undoubtedly was caused also 
by the success of this restrictive pro- 
gram in reducing the 1952 balance-of- 
payments deficit and by consequent 
consumer complaints over the shortage 
or unavailability of certain customary 
items not produced locally. 


Attempts were continued during 1953 
to expand oversea markets. Efforts 
were made not only to sell, greater 
quantities abroad but to maintain trade 
agreements which had been developed 
since the war and to promote through 
Coras Trachtala Teoranta, the dollar 
export promotion board, the expansien 
of shipments to dollar countries. 


More Foodstuffs Imported 


The general import category of food- 
stuffs showed a 15-percent increase in 
the périod January-November 1953 
over the corresponding months in 1952, 
rising from £37 to £42 million. The most 
substantial increase, 51 percent, was in 
miscellaneous food articles which in- 
cluded the sugar and cocoa products 
that gntered into chocolate-crumb man- 
ufacture.. Refined-sugar imports in- 
creased quantitatively ninefold, cacao- 
bean imports about doubled, and cacao- 
butter imports more than tripled. 
Tobacco imports, also in this general 
category, fell by 10 percent to £3.5 
million, the result of the increased levy 
placed against this import in 1952. 


Imports in the category “other raw 
materials and manufactured goods” 
were almost constant, but drastic shifts 
occurred within the group. Hide, skin, 
and leather imports advanced 105 per- 
cent, textiles 58 percent, apparel 25 per- 
cent, and chemicals 21 percent, all 
reflecting production development in 
the textile and clothing industries after 
the 1952 depression. 


In the same general category, there 
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were declines of 35 percent in wood and 
timber imports, 34 percent in iron and 
steel imports, and 19 percent in mine 
and quarry products. The declines in 
the first two groups were brought about 
by the low rate of activity in building 
construction and the drop in the last 
group was caused by new or increased 
domestic supplies in cement, pottery, 
and glassware. 


Among commodity exports, bacon and 
ham, raw wool, chocolate crumb, and 
chocolate confectionery demonstrated 
the greatest advances. The United King- 
dom accounted for most of these 
increases. 


On the other hand, exports of tinned 
beef, condensed milk, sweet fat, and 
cakes and cake mixtures showed a fall- 
ing off from 1952 levels. Price and 
quality factors caused the decline in 
tinned-beef exports; condensed-milk 
production gave way to the types that 
entered into chocolate crumb and simi- 
lar manufactures; and price and local 
supply conditions affected the export 
trade in the other commodities. 


Dollar Trade Drops 


Irish imports from the dollar area, 
based on 11l-month data, fell by some 
25 percent, £7.5 million, in 1953 com- 
pared with 1952. Imports from Canada 
were down £4.6 million and from the 
United States, £2.7 million. This trend 
reflected the Irish Government’s efforts 
in 1953 to shift imports from hard- to 
soft-currency countries. 


Insofar as trade with the United 
States was concerned, however, 1952 
imports included £1 million worth of 
steam coal, obtained on an emergency 
basis. Other appreciable declines in im- 
ports from the United States were in 
machinery and electrical goods, off by 
one-third, and vehicles and parts, re- 
duced approximately 40 percent. Feed- 
stuffs trade shifted substantially, as 
sorghum, which amounted to £2.3 mil- 
lion in 1952, was not imported in 1953; 
maize imports, however, rose from £1.6 
million to £5.3 million over the year. 
Wheat imports from the United States 
remained at about the same level in 
both years, but Canadian wheat imports 
declined nearly £2 million to £3.8 
million. 

Declining shipments to the dollar 
area last year reflected lower exports to 
the United States. A fall of 28 percent 
in exports to the United States was 
accounted for almost entirely by the 


Canada Extends Aid 


For Indian Projects 


Canada at the request of India has 
extended to that country additionaj 
credit in the amount of $5 million, the 
Indian Government announced oy 
March 18. 


This credit is part of Canada’s eon. 
tribution to India’s economic develop. 
ment under the Colombo Plan. 


India will draw on the credit for 
purchases of Canadian copper and 
aluminum and will deposit the rupee 
equivalent of such purchases in a special 
counterpart fund. 


Allocation of this credit, the Indian 
Government states, completes Canada’s 
commisef@nt under the Colombo Plan 
Its contributions to India since 195) 
now have reached a total of C$27.4 mil- 
lion. 

The copper and aluminum to be pur- 
chased from Canada will be used in the 
manufacture of transmission lines and 
other equipment for India’s hydroelec- 
tric power projects, The India, Govern- 
ment stresses the advantages to be 
derived from such foreign aid, whereby 
only industrial raw materials are im- 
ported for domestic manufacture. 


Trade Through Normal Channels 


Indian import transactions under the 
Canadian credit will not depart from 
normal commercial procedures, the 
Indian Ministry of Finance says, nor 
will they interfere with established 
trade channels. An interested Indian 
manufacturer may deal directly with 
his customary Canadian copper o 
aluminum supplier. 

Canadian suppliers will be paid in 
Canadian dollars by the Indian Govern- 
ment for all industrial raw materials 
shipped to India under this arrange 
ment. The Indian purchaser will pay to 
the Indian Government the rupee 
equivalent of the Canadian c. i. f. price 
in each case. This rupee sum will then 
be credited to India’s special develop- 
ment fund, a counterpart fund for the 
financing of future economic develop 
ment projects in India. Such projects, 
the Ministry says, will be the subject 
of specific mutual agreements between 
the Governments of India and Canada. 





falling off in frozen-beef shipments, 
from £1.6 million to less than £500,000. 
Advances occurred in exports of raw 
wool, wool fabrics, and horses to the 
United States. 


Sales to Continent Fall 
Trade with nonsterling European 
Payments Union countries showed the 
greatest relative decline in exports over 
the period. The greatest reductions 
were in trade with France and the 
~Netherlands, each of which took £1 mil 
lion less in 1953 than in 1952, Redut 

tions also were substantial in 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Belgian Economy... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


1953 fell to an estimated 1,878,000 met- 
ric tons from about 1,915,000 metric 
tons in the preceding 12 months. For 
the last quarter of 1953, production is 
estimated at 463,000 metric tons com- 

with 464,000 during the third 
quarter of 1953 and 477,000 in the 
fourth quarter of 1952. The AGEFI 
wholesale price index for metal manu- 
factures averaged 403 during the first 
fi months of 1953, down from 420 for 
the corresponding period of 1952 (1936- 
38 average = 100). 

The Belgian shipbuilding industry op- 
erated at a high level throughout 1953. 
During the fourth quarter 40 vessels 
were constructed, under construction, 
or on ‘order, totaling approximately 
360,000 d.w. t. and assuring activity in 
the major yards until late 1955 or early 
1956. 

The Belgian ship repair industry was 
less fortunate. Beginning in ‘January 
1953, activity decreased steadily, reach- 
ing serious proportions in October, The 
worst decline for this industry since 
World War II occurred in the fourth 
quarter. 

Textile Production Rises 


The volume index of Belgian syn- 
thetic textile production increased to 
an estimated monthly average of 406.3 
(1936-38100) during 1953 from 278.6 
in the preceding year. The fourth- 
quarter 1953 index was 461.1 compared 
with 390.8 during the preceding 3 
months and 245.1 in the fourth quarter 
of 1952. 

In the natural fiber spinning field, 
the production volume index rose to a 
monthly average estimated at 122.7 for 
the year 1953 from 109.7 for the pre- 
ceding year. For the fourth quarter 
of 1953, the average monthly produc- 
tion index stood at 137.8 as against 
117.9 for the preceding 3-month period 
and 126.6 for the final quarter of 1952. 

The increase in Belgian textile pro- 
duction during the second half of 1953 
has been attributed largely to a con- 
tinued improvement in exports of these 
commodities. 

Inventories of all types of textile 
fabrics climbed to 18,066 metric tons by 
the end of October 1953 from 18,562 
metric tons at the end of January 1953. 
The wholesale price index for all Bel- 
gian textiles fell from 390 (1936-38— 
100) in December 1952 to 379 in No- 
vember’ 1953. The export price index 
for yarns dropped to 435 (1936-38= 
100} in November 1953 from 464 in 
January 1953 and that for textile fabrics 
declined to 369 from 379. 


Agricultural Production Up 
Most harvests in 1953 were larger 
than those in 1952, the late potato crop 
& among the few to fall below 1952 
levels. Although only 58,500 hectares 
—the smallest since 1948—were planted 
to sugar beets in 1953, one of the larg- 
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Italian General Industrial Index Declines: 
Imports Rise. but Exports Drop Sharply 


The general industrial production 
index in Italy for January 1954 is 164 
(1938=100), representing a decline of 
3 percent from December 1953 but an 
increase of 10.1 percent over January 
1953. 

Indexes by sectors for January 1954, 
December 1953, and January 1953, 
respectively, are as follows: Mining, 
199, 182, 180; manufacturing, 154, 162, 
141; electric power, 237, 226, 209. The 
general index tended slightly down- 
ward after October, but the January 
figure of 164 is still above the 1953 
average of 156 and well above the 1952 
average of 142. 

The “downward trend was most 
marked in manufacturing, which de- 
clined about 9 percent since October 
1953, particularly in the textile, metal- 
lurgical, and mechanical industries, 
textiles showing an, 18-percent decline. 

January foreign-trade figures show a 
marked worsening in comparison with 
the favorable December figures. Im- 
ports were up, exports sharply down, 
and the trade deficit almost doubled, 
but they showed a moderate improve- 
ment over January 1953—a somewhat 
more valid comparison since seasonal 
factors tend to make December a much 
more favorable month than January. 

The European Payments Union deficit 
climbed from $17.4 million in January 
to $244 million in February, after 
sterling amortization, and was at the 
high rate of $19.1 for the first 15 days of 
March. Government pdlicy still aims at 
increasing exports rather than reducing 
imports through deliberalization—that 
is, reimposition of import license 
requirements for goods from the EPU 
countries in the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation, whose 
imports Italy has liberalized 99.7 per- 
cent. . 

Coincident with and partly as a 
consequence of virtually total liberal- 





est sugar-beet crops on record was har- 
vested—2,375,000 metric tons, 181,000 
above the 1952 harvest. Production of 
fodder beets rose to about 5,363,000 
metric tens from about 4,979,000 in 
1952. Because of favorable weather 
conditions in the October-December 
1953 period, winter turnips and other 
winter fodder crops developed very 
satisfactorily. 

The index of wholesale prices for live- 
stock products in December 1953 was 
404 (1936-38=100) compared with 407 
in November 1953 and 409 in Decem- 
ber 1952. The index for vegetable prod- 
ucts stood at 462 in December 1953, up 
from 453 in the preceding month, but 
be the 485 level of December 1952. 
The index for fats and oils was 343 in 
December 1953 compared with 339 in 
November 1953 and 361 in the: preced- 
ing December.—Emb., Brussels. 


ization, Italy during 1953 and up to 
March 22 this year ran large deficits 
with the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
to a lesser degree, France, Italy’s 
dollar resources, including offshore 
procurement and other U. S. aid, 
sufficed during 1953 to cover required 
dollar payments into the EPU and still 
permit a fairly sizable increase in Italy’s 
gold and dollar reserves. 


Imports at High Level : 

Imports at $211.8 million in January 
were at the highést level since January 
1953, when they reached $212.4 million. 
Exports at $120.6 million, while exceed- 
ing January 1953 exports by about $14.5 
million, were sharply down from the 
fourth-quarter 1953 average of $141.4 
million. 

The January deficit of $91.2 million 
represents a marked increase over the 
average monthly deficit of $55.4 million, 
in the fourth quarter of 1953 and is the 
highest since January 1953, when it 
reached the record figure of $106.3 
million. January 1953 was Italy’s most 
unfavorable month in the postwar 
period, with the highest volume of im-- 
ports and highest trade deficit recorded. 

January imports from the dollar area 
were $42.9 million, exports $15.6 mil- - 
lion, and the trade deficit $27.3 million, 
as against an average monthly deficit 
of only $6.5 million, in the fourth quar- 
ter of 1953. 

January imports from the EPU area 
were $134.4 million, including, in mil- 
lions of dollars equivalent, $53.1 from 
the sterling area, $265 from West 
Ge y, $16.3 from the French franc 
area, $7.7 from the Belgian france area, 
$6.9 from Austria, $6.7 from Switzer- 
land, and $4.2 from Sweden. Little | 
changed from January 1953, imports 
from the EPU area showed a reduction 
of over $10 million from December. 

Exports to the EPU area at $81.3 
million were down almost $20 million 
from December 1953, although they 
represented an improvement over the 
$69.5 million for January 1953. The 
EPU trade deficit for January was $53.1 
million, $9 million higher than the 
December 1953 deficit although some 
$11 million lower than the January 
1953 deficit. 


Trade With W. Germany Up 

As compared with January 1953, im- 
ports from West Germany and exports 
to West Germany and to the sterling 
area increased moderately. As com- 
pared with December 1953, exports to 
both West Germany and the sterling 
area decreased moderately. 

The rise in Italy’s EPU payments 
deficit reflected an increase in Febru- 
ary of its EPU trade deficit. Major 
creditors in February ‘were Germany, 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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FOA To Assist India 
In New River Project 


The United States will contribute $11 
million toward the construction of a new 
major river development project, the 
Rihand Dam, in the northern State of 
Uttar Pradesh, India. 


The Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has reported the signing in New 
Delhi of an agreement calling for U. S. 
support to the project, which will cost 
an estimated $70 million. The Indian 
Government will contribute the equiv- 
alent of $59 million to the construction 
costs. 

Expected to be completed in 12 years, 
Rihand Dam would have an initial in- 
stalled electrical capacity’ of 120,000 
kilowatts and ultimate installed capac- 
ity of twice that much, FOA said. A 
large Block of the power would be util- 
ized, according to the plan, for pumping 
water from possibly 4,000-foot-deep irri- 
gation wells irrigating from 1 million to 
15 million acres of land. In addition, 
water from the 180-square-mile reser- 
voir would irrigate an additional 400,000 
to 500,000 acres. 

The area to be served by the Rihand 
project has a population of about 25 
million. Development of such basic in- 
dustries as manufacture of cement, 
chemical fertilizers, aluminum, porce- 
lain, and paper, for which abundant raw 
materials are available in the area, 
awaits a power source such as Rihand 
would supply. 


Dam To Be at Pipri 


The site selected for the dam is at 
Pipri, about 100 miles south of Benares. 
At that point the Rihand River passes 
through a narrow gorge. The proposed 
dam would be 300 feet high and 3,000 
feet long. 

Preliminary work was begun by the 
State of Uttar Pradesh in April 1948. 
Drilling of foundation rocks and other 
detailed investigations already’ have 
been undertaken. A cement factory to 
supply cement for construction is being 
built at Robertsganj, about 50 miles 
from the site, and will start production 
this year. Work on the access road from 
Robertsganj also is under way. Designs 
and specifications for the dam have been 
prepared by the International Engineer- 
ing Co. of San Francisco in consultation 
with Dr. J. L. Savage and engineers of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The United States will. contribute 
$8.5 million to finance the equipment for 
the construction plant; penstocks; con- 
crete placing, pouring, and aggregate 
machinery; and excavation equipment. 
Contract services in engineering, con- 
struction, and similar purposes will be 
financed through the use of $2.5 million 
in technical cooperation funds. 

India, under its present 5-year plan, 
is undertaking 140 large irrigation proj- 
ects and 100 smaller power projects, 
FOA reported. Irrigation has been prac- 





Canadian Households, 


Families Show Rise 


“There were 3,675,000 households and 
3,477,000 families in Canada as of June 
1, 1953, according to estimates of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
was 265,705 or 8 percent more house- 
holds and 194,555 or 6 percent more 


families th at the decennial census 
of June 1, 1951. 
The households totaled 14,528,000 


persons as of June 1, 1953, and the 
families, 13,051,000 persons. The total 
population of Canada at that time was 
estimated at 14,781,000. The average 
size of the households was 4 persons 
and the average size of the families 
was 3.8 persons. 

The Bureau defines a household as 
a group of persons living in the same 
dwelling; a family includes only hus- 
band, wife, and unmarried children 
under 25 years of age living at home. 
Of the children living at home, 4,357,000 
or 73 percent were under 14 years of 
age. 

The following table shows the num- 
ber of households and families and the 
average size of such households and 
families by Provinces. Additional details 
are contained in the bulletin “Estimates 
of Households and Families, 1953,” 
which may be purchased for 10 cents 
a copy from the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, Ottawa, Ontario. 


Canadian Households and Families 


No.of Average No. of Average 


house- size of fam- size of 
Provinces hold§ households ilies families 
(000) (Persons) (000) (Persons) 

Total. 3,675 4.0 3,477 3.8 

Newfound- 

land ra en 73 5.2 78 4.6 

Prince Ed- 

ward Is. ..... 23 4.5 22 4.1 

Nova 

Ss 4.2 147 4.0 

New Bruns- 

|. aaa 4.3 116 4.1 
~~ mee 936 45 901 4.3 

Ontario ........ 1,268 3.8 1,237 3.4 

Manitoba ... 223 3.6 206 3.7 

Saskatcl.e- 

wan . ean: 3.7 204 3.6 

Alberta ......... 282 3.5 243 3.6 

British 

Columbia . 365 3.3 323 3.3 





ticed in India for thousands of years, 
and the rivers always have been vital to 
Indian life. To meet the food needs of 
its large population, as well as to pro- 
vide for industrialization, the Govern- 
ment is concentrating on making the 
maximum use of rivers. Up to the be- 
ginning of the plan 3 years ago, only 
about 5 percent of river waters was 
used for irrigation. 





Houston’s first World Trade Institute 
will be held May 17-20 at the University 
of Houston. 


The 4-day institute, sponsored by the 
world trade committee of the Houston 
Chamber of Commerce and other for- 
eign trade organizations in the city, 
‘will serve as a training course for exe¢u- 
tive personnel in the foreign trade field. 





Tourists in Denmark 
Reach Record 


An alltime record total of 342. 
555 foreign travelers visited Den. 
mark in 1953, or 4 percent more 
than in 1952. 

U. S. citizens arriving totaled 
43,825, an increase of 12.8 per. 
cent compared with 1952. A fur. 
ther increase of 10 percent in 
total tourists is anticipated in 
1954. 

Foreign-exchange income re. 
ceived from tourists in 1953 ig 
estimated at 290 million crowns, 
or $42 million, compared with 2109 
million crowns in 1952. Danes 
spent 300 million crowns on for- 
eign travel in 1953, but this figure 
includes cost of transportation 
abroad, whereas the receipts from 
foreign tourists do not include 
revenue from sea, air, and raijl- 
way travel.—Emb., Copenhagen, 











Irish Foreign... 
(Continued from Page 6) 


to Belgium, Switzerland, Greece, Italy, 
and Spain. The item showing the great. 
est decline was fat cattle or dressed 
beef, the outlets finding fFrish prices 
too high compared to those offered 
elsewhere. 

Though Irish exports were at & 
record high in 1953, anxiety was grow 
ing as to whether markets could bh 
retained. As the predominant export 
continued to be livestock products, the 
question resolved itself largely into & 
consideration of this item and was fur 
ther emphasized during the second half 
of the year, as additional steps were 
taken by the British Government © 
relinquish or modify controls over the 
distribution and importation of foot 
stuffs. : 

Outside of direct livestock products, 
the principal growth in 1953 exports 
followed the pattern in 1952, when there 
was a substantial growth in such com 
modities as chocolate crumb and Co 
fectionery incorporating livestock, pri 
cipally dairy, products. The question @ 
these items, which are dependent updo 
external markets for the major part of 
their essential raw materials, is W 
er they will suffer the same fate in the 
British market as did dressed meat ® 
the United States, since this type of & 
port will have to face increasing domes 
tic supplies as trade is freed. 

In 1953, expectation was more pie 
nounced that exports would have to be 
increased to provide the external reve 
nue necessary to expand imports 
simultaneously to discharge the greater 
production volume that Irish industy 
was being invoked to produce.—Emb, 
Dublin. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Costa Rica Attempts To Canada Reduces Various Import 
Duties, Also Sales, Excise. Taxes . 


Reductions or suspensions of import duties on about 24 items 
included in the Canadian tariff schedule are @rovided in the Govern- 
ment’s budget for the fiscal year 1954-55. 

The budget was presented to Parliament on April 6 by the Minister 
of Finance, and all changes in import duties and sales arid excise taxes 


Clear Goods in Customs 


Costa Rica now will waive payment 
of accrued storage charges on imports 
for periods in excess of 4 months as an 
inducement to importers to withdraw 
their merchandise promptly from, cus- 
toms warehouses, by decree No. 1734 
of March 3 promulgated in La Gaceta 
of March 9, 1954. 

The offer is applicable regardless ,of 
the length of time the merchandise may 
have been in customs provided it is 
withdrawn within 60 days from the date 
of the decree. If the offer is accepted 
but the merchandise is not withdrawn 
within the 60-day period it will then be 
auctioned. 

The action was considered necessary 
sinasmuch as the backlog of merchandise 
in customhouses throughout the coun- 
try had reached the saturation point 
long before the present tremendous in- 
flux of imports. Much of the merchan- 
dise affected by this measure has been 
stored in customs for as long as 2 years, 
and the Costa Rican authorities have 
been unable to cope with the steadily 
worsening situation. The obvious pur- 
pose is to clear the warehouses to the 
maximum extent possible and, as a sec- 
ondary consideration, to obtain the rev- 
enue which will be represented by the 
lump sum payments of accrued storage 


U. 8S. Interests Jeopardized 


Under the existing law, which is not 
affected by the new decree, merchandise 
may remain in customhouses for a 
maximum period of 6 months, the first 
month free of storage charges. For the 
succeeding 5 months the merchandise 
is subject to a fixed storage charge 
assessed on the basis of weight rather 
than on the length of time the goods 
remain in customs. On expiration of the 
6 months, however, merchandise still 
hot withdrawn may be sold at public 
auction. 

To the extent that merchandise in 
storage for 6 months or longer is not 
femoved from customs -in compliance 
with the offer, U. S. suppliers’ interests 
May be seriously jeopardized. This cir- 
cumstance will arise inasmuch as a sub- 
stantial part of merchandise currently 
in customs represents imports not yet 
paid for by consignees and goods auc- 
tioned by customs authorities seldom 
produces revenue in excess of accrued 
storage charges and auction expenses. 


U. S. suppliers therefore, should, be 
counseled to persuade their Costa Rican 
representatives, distributors, dealers, 
and/or agents to take every possible 
Precaution in protection of their inter- 
ests—Emb., San Jose. 





World Trade Week, May 16-22. 
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became provisionally effective April 7. 
The new budget also calls for changes 
in the wording of 50 other tariff items 
to remove uncertainties, anomalies, or 
administrative difficulties. 

Although none of the reductions in- 
volve any large segment of Canadian 
imports or have any special. revenue 
significance, some of the changés are of 
special benefit to the Canadian mining 


and steel industries, the -railways, and 
some other industries. 


Mining, Railway Items Reduced 

Potash and rock salt miners and pro- 
ducers no longer need pay import duties 
on iron or steel casing, on tubing and 
drill pipe of a class or kind not made in 
Canada, or on machinery or drilling 
mud, whereas formerly duties as high 
as 22% percent were imposed on these 
items. New tariff items Nos. .848 (2), 
(3),,and (4) are established for these 
goods. 

Under another concession the mining 
industry obtains duty-free entry on 
parts for machinery, appliances, and 
elevators and machinery for floating 
dredges for alluvial gold mining. Duty- 
free entry formerly was allowed only 
on the complete machinery, appliances, 
and elevators. 


The railway industry is exempt from 
payment of duties on materials and 
parts used in the construction and re- 
pair of railway signal systems, now 
classified under new tariff item No. 
437a. Such imports previously were 
dutiable at rates up to 22% percent. 


Another aid to the railroads is the 
free entry until July 1, 1956, of motor 
rail cars or units and chassis of a class 
or kind not made in Canada, for pas- 
senger, baggage, mail, or express traffic. 
Duty-free entry is also accorded engines 
and transmissions for such cars. The 
previous levy of 20 percent on these 
items may be reimposed after that 
date. Railroads also benefit from duty- 
free entry on apparatus for detecting 
rail flaws, on which a duty of 22% per- 
cent previously applied. ‘ 

Steel companies’ benefit from a 99- 
percent rebate of the 15-percent duty 
paid by them on fire-clay fire brick 
imported for blast and other furnaces. 
Chrome, silica, and magnesite fire brick 
for furnaces continue to enter free of , 
duty. 


Food and beverage industries and 





hospitals benefit on imports of devices 
and parts for automatic control of steri- 
lizing and cleaning solutions, now duti- 
able at 12 percent, a reduction from the 


former 22% percent. New tariff item 
No. 418a is established for such items. 


In the chemical field, the new budget 
provides for duty-free entry of blends 
of diethyl ketone and methyl normal 
propyl ketone for use in refining oils. 
Such blends formerly were dutiable 
at 20 percent. . 


Materials and articles for the manu- 
facture of toxins and antitoxins, vac- ~ 
cines, insulin, blood plasma, and other 
such biological and bacteriological prod- 
ucts are permitted duty-free entry 
under new tariff item No. 206a(4). 

The former 10-percent duty on 
machine iron or steel tools of a class 
or kind not made in Canada is reduced 
to 7% percent. A considerably greater 
reduction is made for such tools only 
in part of iron or steel—from 22% pér- 
cent to 7% percent. 


Variety of Articles Included 

Automobiles imported as_ settlers’ 
effects are now exempt from duty and 
taxes on the first $2,500 of theirvalue, 
but duty and taxes apply on any value 
in excess of that amount. Exemptions 
formerly applied only on the first $1,500. 

The $1,000 limit formerly provided 
for duty-free entry of goods imported 
by members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces after an absence from Canada of 
not less than a year is removed: Also, 
statutory authority is provided for the 
long-established practice of extending 
the same privilege to Canadian Govern- 
ment employees returning from foreign 
assignments. 

Additionally, lower duties or exemp- 
tion from duties are provided for a va- 
riety of articles, including the following: 


Paper cones for winding yarns; im- 
pregnated woven-jute fabric; identifica- 
tion tapes and bracelets for infants and 
patients; buffing and polishing wheels 
made of wool; apparatus for receiving 
and transmitting weather maps and 
charts by..wire; gas control devices for 
heating water or for refrigeration; 
synthetic paper sausage casings; urani- 
um pigs, ingots, billets or bars; and 
apparatus used in the manufacture of 
fishmeal, liquid fish and fish solubles, 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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Canadian Invoices Must Show Price 
History of Consumer Goods Imports 


Exporters shipping to Canada are required to give price history 
on consumer goods which come within the purview of the December 


12, 1953, amendment o 
On that date the 


the Canadian Customs Act. 
ollowing new paragraph (6) was added to 


section 35, the valuation section, of that act (Foreign Commerce 


Weekly, Dec. 21, 1953, p. 7): 

“Notwithstanding anything in this 
Act, where the market price of any 
manufactured goods in the country of 
export has, as the result of the advance 
of the season or the marketing period, 
declined to levels that do not reflect in 
the opinion of the Minister their 
normal price, the value for duty shall 
be the amount determined and declared 
by the Minister to be the average price, 
weighted as to quantity, at which the 
like or similar goods were sold for 
consumption in the country of export 
during a reasonable period, not exceed- 
ing six months, immediately preced- 
ing the date of shipment of the goods to 
Canada.” 


To implement administration of the 
new provision, Canadian importers have 
been instructed to tell their suppliers 
that customs invoices, forms M-A and 
N-A, covering goods of the type affected 
by the amendment will be required to 
show, in addition to the usual fair 
market value and selling price, an in- 
dication of the highest price at which 
like or similar goods were sold and de- 
livered for home consumption during 
the 6 months immediately preceding 
date of shipment. 


Certification Required 


Certification is being asked for in al- 
ternate forms, according to U. S. ex- 
porters shipping to Canada. These are: 

“We hereby certify that the merchan- 
dise listed above has not sold at a 
higher price than the value shown in 
the ‘Fair Market Value’ column of in- 
voice within the last six months,” or 
“We hereby certify the highest price 
the above merchandise has sold at in 
the home market within the last six 
months to be $———.” 

Price history is expected to take ac- 
count of quantity, according to the 
language of the new Customs Act 
provision. 

The 6-month high price is not neces- 
sarily to be the basis for calculating 
fair market value, the U. S. Embassy at 
Ottawa reports. Rather it is to serve 
as a quick signal to customs appraisers 
of a possible major departure from nor- 
mal price fluctuations. It is intended 
also to guide appraisers in determining 
the fair market value of goods not 
primarily seasonal in character, that is, 
not subject to price changes “as the 
result of the advance of the season or 
the market period.” 

If invoice prices have declined and the 
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value appears low, the importer may 
be advised that the entry is subject 
to review and amendment, which may 
raise the valuation and apply dumping 
duty for the difference. 


Producers Have Problems 


Inasmuch as the requirement is new, 
the Department of Commerce has little 
information on its practical effects in 
trade and will welcome comments from 
exporters on their experiences. The cus- 
toms law was amended in December in 
response to a slackening in some lines 
of Canadian production, particularly of 
textiles and household electrical appli- 
ances, including refrigerators, while im- 
ports of these items continued large 
and, according to Canadian producers, 
were priced lower than the cost of 
production. 


The problems of Canadian production 
in the more competitive markets of the 
present time were referred to at some 
length by the Finance Minister in his 
budget speech to Parliament on April 6. 
The Minister said: 

“The increase in imports, especially 
of those kinds of things that we make 
in Canada in reasonable volume, and 
the decline in our exports, small though 
these changes may be, inevitably raises 
the question of our efficiency and our 
cost and price structure.*I do not agree 
with the suggestion occasionally heard 
that Canada has become a high cost 
economy. That may be true of some 
few sectors, but it is not true of our 
basic industries. But it is true that 
for seven or eight years business has 
been traveling along a comparatively 
easy road. ...In a world beset with 





France Opens Import 


Credits for U. S. 


France has opened dollar 
credits for the financing of im- 
ports of specified commodities 


from the United States, by a no- 
tice published in the Journal 
Officiel of March 17, 1954. 


Items affected are cotton, syn- 
thetic rubber, special papers, 
semimanufactures of wood, veg- 
etable drugs, sawn timber and 
logs, and miscellaneous products 
or materials of a technical char- 
acter or intended for experiment. 











TD 


shortages and great tasks of recon. 
struction, we have been admirably sit. 
uated to supply both our own needs and 
the needs of our customers, , , .” 


“Until quite recently our * induanelll 
have been protected more by 
shortages than by our traditional tarig 
structure. This special form of protes. 
tion is now disappearing and some of 
our industries are finding that they haye 
not watched their costs as carefully as 
they should, that their break-even points 
are uncomfortably high, afd that their 
costs and prices are out of line. One re. 
sult of all this is that I have had more 
requests for tariff increases or other 
forms of protection during the past 
few months than in any year since J] 
became Minister of Finance. This Goy. 
ernment ... has steadily favored re 
ducing obstacles to trade, and we must 
move in this direction if we expect 
others to do likewise. If we were t 
meet every breath of new competition 
by increased protection we would cer: 
tainly become a high cost economy and 
progressively aggravate our problems” 


Honduras Adds Eight 
Import Tariff Items 


Eight new classifications have been 
added to the Honduran customs tariff, 
by decree No. 25 dated January 22, and 
effective February 4. 


These classifications and their duties, 
specific in lempiras per gross kilogram, 
or percent ad valorem; together with 
item numbers and import duties pre 
viously applicable, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows (1 lempira=US$0.50): 


657-A (657), Rubber specially prepared for 
repair of tires: 10 percent (Specific 0.32). 

i018-A (1018), Unassembled aluminum builé 
ings: 5 percent (free). 

1018-B (1018), Unassembled aluminum buillé 
ings for workers: Free (free). 

1754-A (1754), Hose of plastic material 
0.10 (0.1C). 

2281-A Sacks or bags of rayon, for packing: 
2.12 (apparently no previous classification @ 
imports of this item). z 

2371-A (2371), Tanks and tubs of asbeste 
or cement: 0.12 (free). 

2419-A (2419). Canvas for repair of tires 
10 percent (0.22). 
2529-A (2529), 
and accessories: 





Tubing of plastic materials, 
0.05 (0.01). 

Three additional new tariff subitems 
are also added, by decree No, 67 @ 
February 12, effective February 2, ® 
follows: 

212-A (2001), Wrapping paper in rolls for 
bags: 0.05 (0.05). 

1061-C (1061), Tinplate containers of more 
than 5-gallon capacity: 0.15 (0.10). 


2403-B (2403), Drill fabric, unbleached: 02 
(s 50). 
. §.-Honduran trade agreement classifica 
nee Denim for overalls and uniforms, 


—La Gaceta, Tegucigalpa 





Copra exports from Indonesia in Feb 
ruary totaled 17,365 long tons, oF iY 
percent more than in January but 7 
percent less than in February 1953, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture ™ 
ports. 


Foreign Commerce Weebly 





mn 





rm 
a | ssos peEEee_ 


/ 


= 
“ee 


a2?°Ree® 


RES? 8233828 


Ss 


= HBS 


and 


“SRRBR 


a = 
z 


EE 


+ 








—_—_ 





——— 


Egypt Eases Controls on 
Tourist Exports 


Egyptian merchants and travel 
agents may now forward through 
the Egyptian Customs without ex- 
port licenses all exportable items 
purchased by tourists up to a 
limit of E£100 per person (1 
Egyptian pound=US$2.87). 

This easing of controls was put 
into effect by an Export Control 
Office notice published in Official 
Journal No. 19 of March 8.— 
Emb., Cairo. 











Egypt and Portugal 
Initial Trade Pact 


Egyptian-Portuguese trade and pay- 
ments agreements have been initialed 
in Cairo, the French press reported on 
March 29. 

The main features of the agreements 
are the following: 

® Egypt is to accord most-favored- 
nation treatment except for its special 
relations with the Arab States, the 
Sudan, and Palestine. Portugal agrees 
to do the same except for its special 


trade relations with Spain, Brazil, and 
the Portuguese colonies; 
® Portugal is to export preserved 


fish, wine, corn, tea, coffee, cacao, fresh 


and dried fruit, sesame oil, vineyard 
products, wood, ham, cheese, flax, 
animal products, glassware, electrical 
apparatus, linen goods, cotton goods, 
tubber goods, ironware, and pharmaceu- 
tical products. 


® Egypt is to export cotton, cotton 
thread, textiles, tanned hides, worked 
leather, rubber, cigarettes, molasses, 
natural phosphate of lime, manganese, 
Tayon, plastic articles, buttons, henna, 
aromatic oils, onions, potatoes, Egyptian 
tugs, carpets, medicinal herbs, dates, 
glycerin, alcohol, and asphalt, but 
Portugal agrees to limit its purchases 
to E£500,000 a year. 

® The contracting parties agree to 
exempt products exchanged from inter- 
hal taxes. 

® An escudo account is to be opened 
in the Portuguese Central Bank in the 
Mame of the National Bank of Egypt, 
and an Egyptian pound account is to be 
opened in the National Bank of Egypt 
it the name of the Portuguese Central 
Bank. The ceiling on the debit balances 
is fixed at E£100,000. 

The agreements are valid for 1 year 

automatic renewal unless de- 

nounced upon 3 months’ notice.—Emb., 
Cairo, 
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New Zealand, Britain Cancel Meat Pact; 
Dominion Supplies To Enter Free Trade 


The New Zealand-United Kingdom 
bulk meat purchase agreement is to be 
canceled by mutual agreement, effective 
September 30, it has been announced in 


Wellington. On October 1 New Zealand 
meat will be returned to free trade and 
will be marketed by the freezing works 
which produce it to or through their 
distributors abroad. 


This cancellation will terminate the 
5-year contract a year earlier than the 
date set for expiration. 


From the time United Kingdom ra- 
tioning ends on June 1 until the con- 
tract is terminated New Zealand meat 
in the United Kingdom will be distrib- 
uted by an organization known as 
Mindal, This agency is reported to be 
an organization of exporters who were 
active before the meat agreement came 
into effect in 1939. The’ British Min- 
istry of Food also agrees to consult 
with New Zealand as to the best means 
of disposing of New Zealand meat on 
hand when the agreement ends, 


Sales To Be Unlimited 


New Zealand has an agreement with 
the British Government whereby entry 
of Dominion meat, except pork, into 
the United Kingdom will be unlimited. 
New Zealand producers also may ex- 
port their meat to any foreign market 
and will not be bound by the previous 
limitation of 2 percent of the exportable 
surplus on shipments to non-United 
Kingdom markets. 

Blanket prices for broad categories 
of meat will no longer exist, and areas 
in the United Kingdom may receive 
lamb or mutton according to the de- 
sires of the community, and quality 





India Extends Free Export 
Licensing of Cotton Cloth 


The final date for free licensing of 
Indian exports of all permissible varie- 
ties of cotton piece goods and cotton 
manufactures, including cotton waste 
blankets, has been extended from June 
30 to September 30, the Government of 
India has announced. 


The licensing procedure will not be 
changed. Unutilized portions of licenses 
already issued will be valid for shipment 
up to a maximum period af 1 year from 
date of issue, or up to September 30, 
1954, whichever is earlier. 


Foreign demand for Indian textiles, 
particularly coarse and medium goods, 
has been rather strong this year, Ex- 
port licenses issued in January and 
February totaled 81 and 82.8 million 
yards, respectively, compared with the 
average monthly export of 58.4 million 
yards in 1953. Of the 1954 exports li- 
censed, about 85 percent were coarse 
and medium cloth, 


products will be identified and priced 
accordingly. 

New Zealanders expect that prices of 
meat under free trading, except ewe 
mutton, will be higher than those cur- 
rently paid under the bulk-purchase 
contract with the United Kingdom. 

Since the bulk buying of meat by 
Britain began more than 14 years ago 
the New Zealand Government and@ its 
Meat Producers Board have been re- 
sponsible for contract prices each year, 
as well as for the marketing of Domin- 
ion meat. The board’s responsibility will 
shrink considerably with the change in 
marketing arrangements. It will, how- 
ever, guard the farmers’ interests and 
see that the “open door” policy of sell- 
ing meat through agents is maintained. 
It will negotiate shipping freights with 
other producer boards and assist ex- 
porters in seeking and establishing mar- 
kets outside Britain for New Zealand 
meat.—Emb., Wellington. 





Paraguay Opens New 
1954 Import Quotas 


The third Paraguayan import quota 
for 1954 was opened by the Central 
Bank of Paraguay in the first week of 
April. 

The new quota is divided into two 
subquotas, one of $149,000 for imports 
from Argentina and the other of 
$45,000 for imports from all other coun- 
tries, with preference given to imports 
from countries with which Paraguay 
has payments agreements. 

Products importable under the latter 
quota are: 

Cocoa, ground or in the bean; olives 
and olive oil; preserved food products 
of vegetable origin; fresh vegetables 
in general; oats and barley in grain; 
chick peas; edible flour; cocoa or choco- 
late in paste or loaves; spices in gen- 
eral; tomato sauce or paste; and tea 
packaged loose.—Emb., Asuncion, 

The first and second import quotas, 
opened in 1954, were announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, February 
22, 1953, page 11 and March 8, 1954, 
page 11. 





Greece Permits Import of 
Valves, Packing on Draft 


Valves and machine packing of artifi- 
cial wool and cotton, impregnated or not 
with a fatty material, are now added to 
Greece’s list of commodities for which 
final payment may be deferred up to 90 
days after issuance of the customs clear- 
ance permit, by Foreign Trade Board 
Executive Committee decision No, 404-A 
of March 26.—Emb., Athens. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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France and Venezuela 


Conclude MFN Pact 


A new commercial agreement con- 
cluded between France and Venezuela 
on March 20, 1954, to be effective for 
1 year from that date makes no impor- 
tant changes from the previous agree- 
ment. 

Reciprocal treatment of Venezuelan- 
French commerce on a most-favored- 
nation basis is provided for. Also, Vene- 
zuelan import duty rates are stabilized 
for French champagne, red and white 
wines, cognac, mineral waters, horn 
manufactured into combs and _ shell 
combs, bone manufactured into combs 
and shell combs, and hair dyes. 


France, as in the previous agreement, 
guarantees to grant licenses and foreign 
exchange for an annual importation of 
not less than 2,000 tons of coffee and 
250 tons of cacao, commencing with the 
date of the agreement. It adds the stip- 
ulation that should these amounts be 
imported from Venezuela prior to the 
agreement’s expiration the two Gov- 
ernments will confer on the’ possibility 
of France’s authorizing new permits and 
foreign exchange for additional quan- 
tities so that the flow of Venezuelan 
exports of these products into France 
will not be interrupted. 

The new agreement replaces the for- 
mer agreement of March 11, 1953, and 
is renewable for annual periods.—Emb. 
Caracas. 

The former agreement was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 13, 
1953, page 13. 





French Raise Custom Taxes 


The French customs stamp tax and 
the statistical and customs contro] tax 
are increased by a law of March 20, pub- 
lished in the Journal Officiel of March 21. 


The customs stamp tax is increased 
from 1.70 percent to 2 percent of the 
total amount of customs charges as 
shown on receipts issued by the customs 
officials. 

The statistical and customs eontrol 
tax is raised from 0.40 percent to 0.75 
percent of the value of imports from all 
sources and exports to all destinations 
except imports and exports to and from 
Algeria and the French Oversea De- 
partments of Guadaloupe, Martinique, 
Reunion, and Guiana. 

These tax increases are to provide 
additional funds for old-age assistance 
in France. 





U. S. imports from South America fell 
to $201.7 million in January 1954 from 
$220.1 million in December 1953, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of the Census, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 

This decline reflects a decrease in im- 
ports from Colombia to $38 million from 
$51.1 million, and a drop in imports 
from Brazil to $81 million from $91.1 
million. 
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Saudi Arabia Ratities 
Inter-Arab Pact 


The Inter-Arab Trade Agree- 
ment which came into effect on 
December 12, 1953, 1 month after 
its ratification by Lebanon, Jor- 
dan, and Egypt, was ratified by 
Saudi Arabia on February 22 and 
became binding on that country 
as of March 23. 


Following Saudi Arabia's rati- 
fication of the agreement, the 
Lebanese High Council of Customs 
issued decree No. 399 of April 1, 
admitting free of customs duty 
the agricultural, animal, and 
mineral products of Saudi Arabian 
origin listed in the agreement. 
Saudi Arabian industrial products 
listed in the agreement are also 
granted a 25-percent reduction on 
normal customs duties.—Emb., 
Beirut. 


The Egyptian ratification of the 
agreement was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, De- 
cember 28, 1953, page 8. 











Canada Reduces... 
(Continued from Page 9) 


stock and poultry food, and fish 


fertilizers. 


The 15-percent special excise tax is 
removed completely from furs, electrical 
household appliances, firearms, golf 
clubs, fishing equipment, cameras and 
films, merchandise vending machines, 
and luggage. Taxes on liquor and to- 
bacco products are not changed. 


Excise Taxes Reduced 


Excise taxes are reduced from 15 
percent to 10 percent on soft drinks, 
candy, cosmetics, tires and tubes, motor- 
cycles, smokers’ accessories, matches, 
coin-operated amusement devices, foun- 
tain pens, clocks, watches, and jewelry. 

Although the sales tax continues at 
the 10-percent rate, exemption from this 
tax is extended to a number of items, 
including certain road machinery and 
fire-fighting equipment purchased by 
municipalities; wall panels for build- 
ings; oi] and gas burners and stokers 
used for heating buildings; coal crushers 
and stokerg used in the production of 
goods; drain tile not over 4 inches wide 
and 12 incheS long; sheet music and 
materials; and hearing aids, batteries, 
and parts. 

New items brought under the tax are 
lighter fluid, and machines and tools 
operated by tractors. 

Packaging used to contain goods sub- 
ject to the sales tax and any other 
articles packaged with them are also 
made taxable. 


Although no changes in personal and 
corporate income tax rates are proposed, 


— 


Uruguay-Spain Pact 
Grants MFN Benefits 


A new trade agreement signed be. 
tween Uruguay and Spain on Fe 
24 provides for unconditional most. 
favored-nation (MFN) treatment jp 
matters relating to customs duties and 
procedures, as well as to the ships of 
each country except coastwise and fish. 
ing vessels. 

Five exceptions to the MFN clause 
are: 


@ Special advantages granted by 
Spain to its free zones, territories, 
possessions, and protectorates. 

@ Special advantages granted by 
Uruguay to Paraguay and Bolivia. 

@ Privileges granted by either country 
to adjacent countries for facilitating 
border traffic. 

@ Privileges granted by either country 
under multilateral agreements. 

@ Obligations resulting from customs 
union agreements for the establishment 
of free-trade zones. 


A payments agreement signed on Feb- 
ruary 25 provides that all transactions 
between the two countries be carried 
out in dollars with a swing credit of up 
to $2 million granted each way. 

Both agreements were to enter into 
force 15 days after ratification by the 
countries and may be terminated upon 
3 months’ notice.—Emb., Montevideo, 





Bolivia Levies New Tax on 
Import Permit Applications 


A new Bolivian tax of one-half of 1 
percent of the export price is to be 
charged importers at the time they 
make application for import permits for 
all merchandise except articles of prime 
necessity sponsored by the Ministry of 
National Economy, by a decree of Feb- 
ruary 11, published in La Nacion of 
February 15: 

Payment of this tax does not guar- 
antee issuance of the permit. 





important concessions made to encout- 
age exploration and development by 
mining and oil companies are e 

for another year. Exemption from tax 
of income of metal-mining companies 
for the first 3 years of production & 
extended to mines coming into produt- 
tion during 1957. The special deduction 
from income allowed for expenses it- 
curred in exploring or drilling for 
petroleum, natural gas, and mi 
also is extended another year to inelude 
the calendar year 1957. 

Quebee taxpayers had hoped that the 
budget would permit the recently ef 
acted provincial income taxes (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 1, 1954, p. 12) 
to be completely deductible from Fed 
eral taxes, but such tax credit is to be 
limited to the 5-percent credit a 
under Federal law since 1947. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Hydroelectric Plant 
Planned in Turkey 


The Iller Bank (Iller Bankasi), An- 

kara, Turkey, is calling for bids for 
construction and installation of a hy- 
droelectric plant in Ikizdere, in the 
Province of Rize. The Iller Bank is 
fnancing this project. 

Bids should cover construction of the 

buildings, mounting and installation of 
the equipment, cost of the equipment, 
and any other work required to place 
the plant in operating condition. De- 
tailed specifications may be obtained 
from the Iller Bank upon payment of 
0 Turkish liras (TL280=US$1). 
. Cost of the construction work ‘is 
estimated at 4,083,000 Turkish liras 
and the equipment at 6,168,780 Turkish 
liras. 

The bids, in sealed envelopes, must 
be submitted to the Iller Bank by 12 
noon on June 15. and will be opened on 
the same day. To qualify for bidding, 
interested firms must submit, by 5:30 
p.m. June 8, a certificate of qualifica- 
tion testifying to their full ability to 
perform the work by supplying proof 
that they have either performed similar 
work in the past or are currently fully 
equipped to do so, 

A foreign firm which intends to bid 
independently must accompany its cer- 
tificate of eligibility with a written 
statement that the firm will accept 
application of Turkish laws and the 
competence of Ankara courts in any 
conflicts which might occur while the 
contract is being carried out. Proof of 
establishing a legal residence in Turkey 
also must accompany the certificate of 
eligibility. 

Delay of mail in the submission of 
bids will not be accepted as an excuse 
for late bids. 


Greece To Buy Equipment, Materials 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the supply of the following 
materials and equipment: 


@ 1,860 cubic meters of lumber, in- 
cluding fir, white oak, pine, beech, 
Douglas fir, yellow pine, mahogany, 
teak, elm, white ash, and lime; 2,000 
kilograms of lignumvitae; 100 cubic 
meters of plywood of fir, alder, or white 
birch; and 20 rfiasts of larch pine. 


These supplies are required by the 
Hellenic Royal Navy. Bids will be ac- 
cepted until May 18 by the Ministry 
of Finance, State Procurement Service, 
29 Churchill Street, Athens. 


e 1,300 three-color (white transpar- 
ent, red, and orange) acetylene hand 
lanterns required by the S. E. K. Rail- 
ways. Bids will be accepted until May 
19 by the S. E. K. Railways, Purchasing 
Department, 39-b 3d September Street, 
Athens. 

@ 150 kilos of pharmaceutical opium 
in powder, 80 kilos of codeine phosphate, 
12 kilos of morphine hydrochloride in 
cubes or powder, 80,000 ampoules of 
meperidine hydrochloride, 100,000 am- 
poules of morphine hypochloride, and 
50,000 ampoules of condensed opium. 

These supplies are required by the 
Ministry of Social Welfare. Bids will be 
accepted until May 18 by the Ministry 
of Finance, State Procurement Service, 
29 Churchill Street, Athens. 

Permission to export narcotics from 
the United States must be obtained 
from the Treasury Department, Bureau 
of Narcotics. 

e@ 500,000 sheets of single-ply bee 
comb foundation and 100,000 sheets of 
wired comb foundation. Bids will be 
accepted until May 11 by the Agricul- 
tural Bank of Greece, Permanent Sup- 
plies Committee, 23 Elefteriou Venize- 
lou Avenue, Athens. 





Turkish Sulfur Miner Seeks U. S. Capital 


U. S. capital participation in the ex- 
ploitation of a sulfur mine is sought by 
Mustafa Buldanlioglu of Turkey, whose- 
family reportedly holds the mining 
tights to a sulfur mine near Saraykoy 
in Denizli Province. 

Mr. Buldanlioglu states that in the 
tecent past the mine has been worked 
fairly extensively only at or near the 
surface, but that he ceased to work it 
in 1946 because he was not financially 
thle to construct the underground 
galleries necessary for continued opera- 
tion. He estimates that for complete and 
Up-to-date operation of the mines, in- 

purification installations and 

transportation, a capital investment of 

{000 to $1,000,000 would be needed 

f© produce 3,000 to 5,000 tons of pure 
ur annually, 

copy of a statement prepared by 


April 26, 1954 


Mr. Buldanlioglu and a copy of a mining 
engineer’s report on the deposits are 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
BD. 

For further information, interested 
parties may correspond with Mustafa 
Buldanlioglu; c/o Izmir Chamber of 
Industry, Izmir, Turkey. 


Deadline for Bids Extended 


The bidding deadline on purchases of 
locomotive spare parts by the Iranian 
Ministry of Transportation has been 
postponed until May 15. 

Details concerning this procurement 
were published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 15, 1954, page 17. 





@ 12 apparatus for detecting radio 
interference. Bids will be accepted until 
May 15 by the Hellenic National Broad- 
casting Institute, 4 Righillis Street, 
Athens. ‘ 

e@ Copper and iron fittings and ma- 
terials for locomotives. Bids will be 
accepted until May 18 by the Piraeus- 
Athens-Peloponnesus Railway (SPAP), 
1 Carolou Street, Athens. 

@ 11,650 meters of cement asbestos 
pipe of various diameters and 1,220 
meters of seamless rolled steel pipe 
juted and asphalted. Bids will be ac- 
cepted until May 19 by the Municipal- 
ity of Delphoi, Delphoi, Greece. 

A copy of the specifications covering 
each of the above items is available for 
review on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25 D. C. Requests 
for these documents should specify the 
item of interest. 





Netherlands Receives 
New FOA Allotment 


An allotment of $4 million for the 
Netherlands, to finance the procure- 
ment of surplus cottonseed oil in the 
United States, has been announced by 
the Foreign Operations Administration, 
under the provisions of section 550 of 
the Mutual Security Act of 1953. 

Against previously announced similar 
allotments, new authorizations totaling 
$3,850,000 for France for purchases of 
tobacco, $54,000 for ocean transporta- 
tion for Afghanistan, and $4,400,000 for 
bread grains for Taiwan (Formosa) have 
been issued by FOA, bringing the total 
of purchases authorized under section 
550 to $176,175,000 as of April 15. 

Section 550 provides that between 
$100 million and $250 million of mutual 
security appropriations for the current 
fiscal year shall be used to finance 
surplus U. S. agricultural commodities 
to be sold to friendly countries for local 
currencies. 

Under the allotment for the Nether- 
lands, the equivalent of $4 million in 
Netherland guilders, derived from the 
sale of the cottonseed oil, will be used 
for degaussing the Netherland merchant 
fleet. Degaussing is a process which 
neutralizes the magnetic properties of 
steel ships as a safeguard against 
magnetic mines. 

FOA had made available as of April 
7 a total of $206,650,000 under section 
550 to finance such surplus commodity 
sales to the United Kingdom, Federal 
Republic of Germany, Norway, Taiwan, 
Finland, Yugoslavia, Israel, Spain, 
Afghanistan, Japan, France, and the 
Netherlands. 
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German Firm Seeks Loan, 
Licensing Agreements 


A German manufacturer, Luhn & 
Pulvermacher KG., Federnfabrik, wishes 
to obtain a short-term loan, as well as 
to exchange patent rights or negotiate 
licensing agreements with an American 
firm. 

The German firm produces all kinds 
of springs, particularly for automobiles, 
and of its 1953 production, 40 percent 
was for the automobile industry, 35 
percent for replacements to the whole- 
sale market, and 25 percent for export. 
It also produces special patented shock 
absorbers. 

In order to convert short-term credits, 
the firm is seeking a loan of 600,000 
German marks (1 German mark=ap- 
proximately US$0.24), preferably to ex- 
tend over a 10-year period at 5%4-per- 
cent interest annually, to be secured by 
a first-class mortgage on the -entire 
ground and buildings. 

In addition, the firm offers to license 
the production in the United States of 
its patented shock absorber, for which 
jt would supply construction plans and 
all necessary technical data. It would 
also be interested in manufacturing in 
its own plant, under a similar arrange- 
ment, a patented American product 
that would complement its present lines. 

The firm states that its plant, which 
is located in the Ruhr Basin, was com- 
pletely rebuilt in 1945 and is entirely 
modern. Factory premises comprise 
8,000 square meters, of which 6,000 
square meters-are covered by buildings. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Luhn & Pulvermacher KG., Fed- 
ernfabrik, 38 Voerderstrasse, Hagen- 
Haspe, Germany. 





Purchasing Agents Invited To 
Participate in Surplus Sales 


A wide variety of materials surplus 
to the current needs of the U. S. Army, 
Navy, and Marine Corps are being sold, 
and sales are open to purchasing agents 
interested in the export of such prod- 
ucts, the Department of Defense has in- 
formed the Department of Commerce. 

Practically all commodity categories 
are included in the range of surplus 
property which is offered from time to 
time by military posts throughout the 
country. A list of the authorized selling 
activities of the Navy and Marine Corps 
and also of the Army may be consulted 
at any Department of Commerce Field 
Office. 

Anyone interested in bidding on sur- 
plus property should submit a written 
application to the Property Disposal 
Officer of the various activities, Those 
interested in bidding on Air Force prop- 
erty should write to the Property Dis- 
posal Officer, Consolidated Bidders Sec- 
tion, San Antonio Air Materiel Area, 
San Antonio, Texas, 
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LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES - 











In Foreign Countries 


Pharmaceuticals: 

Germany—Gesellschaft fuer Chemi- 
sche Spezialpraeparate mbH (manu- 
facturer and distributor of cosmetics 
and pharmaceuticals), 41-43 Kohlfurter 
Strasse, Berlin SO 36, wishes to be li- 
censed by an Americar? firm for the 
manufacture and distribution of phar- 
maceuticals in the Federal Republic of 
Germany and West Berlin. 


Toilet Articles: 

Germany—Gesellschaft fuer Chemi- 
sche Spezialpraeparate mbH (manu- 
facturer and distributor of cosmetics 
and pharmaceuticals), 41-43 Kohlfurter 
Strasse, Berlin SO 36, is interested in 
obtaining U. S. license for the manufac- 
ture and distribution of cosmetics in the 
Federal Republic of Germany and West 
Berlin. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), on a loan basis, from the 
Commerical Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. 8S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

France—Borvili (S.A.) (wholesaler 
and exporter), 84 Cours. Balguerie- 
Stuttenberg, Bordeaux, Gironde, offers 
to export direct or through agent good 
to excellent qualities of Bordeaux clas- 
sified or vintage wines, red and’ white, 
in glass bottles or wooden casks; also, 
liqueurs. , 


Ceramics: 

Portugal—Floriano Cova (manufac- 
turer of soft drinks; export and com- 
mission merchant handling artistic ce- 
ramics, filigree and marble; wholesaler 
and retailer of foodstuffs, wines, etc.), 
Arrabalde da Ponte, Leiria, offers to 
export direct all kinds of best quality 
vitrified nonporcelain artistic ceramics. 


Illustrated catalog, photographs, and 
price list available.* 
Clothing and Accessories: 
Italy—MATEP (Manifattura Tessile 


Pistoiese) (manufacturer), 15 via Argo- 
nauti, Pistoia, offers to export direct or 
through agent machine knitted or hand- 
made gloves of cotton or wool. 


Druggists’ Sundries: 

Germany—“Hochwald” Kakao- uu. 
Schokoladenfabrik Franz Scholz KG. 
(manufacturer), 2 Sachsenstrasse, Her- 
ford, offers to export direct small choco- 
late bars containing vitamins A, B, C, 


—— 


D,, and niacin. Leaflet (in Germany 
and chocolate sample available.* 


Foodstuffs: 


Denmark—Nordisk Konserves Indyg. 
tri, Ltd. (packer)* 161 Roskildevej, 
Taastrup, offers to export direct or 
through agent first-class quality canneg 
hams and meats, such as luncheon meat, 
chopped ham, and frankfurters, 


Game Birds and Eggs: 

Denmark—Dansk Herregaardsvildt 
(Game and Wild Fowl from Danish 
Manor Houses) (export merchant), 
Dansk Skovkontor, Naestved, offers to 
export direct or through agent live 
pheasants, partridges, ducks, and eggs 
of these birds. 


Household Goods: 

France—Manufacture Metallurgique 
de. Tournus (manufacturer), Tournys 
(Saone & Loire), offers to export direct 
good-quality aluminum and light alloy 
kitchen utensils, including pots and 
pans, camping equipment, and toy sets, 
Catalog available.* 


Jewelers’ Items: 

Portugal—Floriano Cova (manufat 
turer of soft drinks; export and com. 
mission merchant handling artistic ce 
ramics, marble, and filigree; wholesaler 
and retailer of foodstuffs, wines, etc), 
Arrabalde da Ponte, Leiria, offers to 
export direct excellent-quality hand 
made silver and gold-plated filigree 
jewelry, compacts, cigarette cases, fig- 
urines, etc. 


Machinery: 

Germany — Wilhelm Poppe GmbH 
(manufacturer and exporter), 4 Heckt 
strasse, Kiel-Pries, offers to export 
direct or through agent high-grade 
quality compressors. Illustrated catalog 
and specifications (in German) avaik 
able.* 


Marbles: 


Portugal—Floriano Cova (manufac 





New Booklet Discusses 
Swedish Market 


The Federation of Swedish 
Wholesale Merchants and, Import- 
ers, Stockholm, has published a 
booklet entitled “Sweden—an Im- 
portant Market for Exporters.” 


This booklet, which is designed 
to publicize the Swedish market, 
discusses briefly the products tra- 
ditionally imported by Sweden, 


from which interested foreign ex- 
porters can obtain information and 
assistance. 


Copies are available upon re- 
quest from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
_ eo 
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Ceylon Needs Fittings 
For Tea Chests 


Bids are invited until May. 14 
by the Government of Ceylon for 
the supply of 275,000 sets of metal 
edgings and fittings and 275,000 
sets of aluminum linings for ply- 
wood tea chests, required by the 
Government Plywood Factory at 
Gintota, Ceylon. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, "Bureau of Foreign’ Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Industries, Housing and 
Social Services, P. O. Box 570, 
Colombo, Ceylon. 





mission merchant 





or unbleached, 





(Saone & Loire), offers to manufacture, 
according to buyer’s specifications, alu- 
minum and light alloy stampings. 

Wool: nse 


Portugal—Alves Raposo, Lda. (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, and exporter of 
carpets, apparel, leather linings, and 
white and brown carpet wool), Minde, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
all types of Portugese wool (scoured 
and greasy, tops, yarn, and skins). Firm 
states it is in a position to export more 
than 20,000 kilograms per month.~ 


Yarns: 

Belgium—SPRL Francois Voos (man- 
ufacturer, exporter, importer), 79 rue de 
Limbourg, Verviers, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent first-quality 
carded wool yarn (pure wool, wool and 
fiber, or wool and cotton), in all colors 
spools or skeins, for 
hosiery making or weaving. Quantity 
available: 400 tons annually. 





turer of soft drinks; export and com- 
handling artistic 
ceramics, marble, and filigree; whole- 
saler and retailer of foodstuffs, wines, 
etc.), Arrabalde da Ponte, Leiria, offers 
to export direct good-quality marble 
Blocks and slabs for interior and ex- 
terior uses, and cemetery monuments. 


Metal and Metal Products: 
France—Les Usines Laprade (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter), Arudy, 
Basses-Pyrenees, offers to export direct 
or through agents very good quality 
safety and protection seals and fasten- 
ers (wire, lead, etc.), self-locking and 
other types, for control protection 
against pilfering; also, wire. staples, 
hand sealers, small sealing equipment, 
and strap iron for boxes, cases, pack- 
ages, etc. Firm seeks agents for each 
State, preferably one agent in each 
State, with the exception of New York, 
where it is already represented. Leaflets 
(in French) available.* 


Japan—Marubun Co., Ltd. (Marubun 
Kabushiki Kaisha) (importer, export- 
er), No. 1 Ohdenma-cho 2-chome, Ni- 
honbashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, offers to 
export direct 14 kilograms of tantalum 
Metal strip, 99.2 percent purity, 70- to 
S-millimeter thickness, and 100- to 
W-millimeter lengths. 

Paints: 

England—Peacock & Buchan, « Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Oakley Road, 
Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire, of- 
fers to export direct “Rotarista”, a high- 
Quality protective paint, packed in 
containers according to U. S. measures. 
Firm desires to sell on an outright basis 
0a firm which will have distribution 
tights for the entire United States. 


Literature and samples of applications 
of paint available.* 


Stampings: 
France—Manufacture Metallurgique 
Tournus (manufacturer), Tournus 
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Alcoholic Beverages: 

France—Borvili (S. A.) (wholesaler, 
exporter, importer, potential sales 
agent), 84 Cours Balguerie-Stuttenberg, 
Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for very good 
quality American whisky. 


Foodstuffs: 
France—Borvili (S. A.) (wholesaler, 
exporter, importer, potential sales 


agent), 84 Cours Balguerié-Stuttenberg, 
Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for all kinds 
of very good quality fruit juices in tin 
cans or other containers. 

Forest Products: 

France—Societe Meneret & ~ Cie, 
(manufacturer of plywood, wholesaler), 
31 rue du Bocage, Bordeaux-Cauderan, 


Gironde, wishes to purchase direct and . 


obtain agency for good-quality hard 
and soft woods, particularly Douglas fir, 
Sitka spruce, and red and sap gum. 

Germany—Carl Wegfrass & Co. (im- 
porting distributor), 12 Fontenay Allee, 
Hamburg 36, wishes to purchase direct 
Appalachian Mountain white oak veneer 
logs with bark, 500,000 feet Scribner- 
Doyle rule, prime-export-quality. 


Industrial Equipment: 

Saudi Arabia—Hussain M. S. Jasta- 
neiah (importer, potential manufactur- 
er), Masaa St., Mecca, wishes to con- 
struct a brick factory, and desires to 
obtain plans and firing equipment for a 
kiln, Which is relatively simple in 
design, capable of producing 250,000 
bricks per week, using oil for fuel. Firm 
states it has machinery capable of _pro- 
ducing 250,000 bricks per week. 


Lead: 
Venezuela—Vicson, S. A. (manufac- 
turer of nails and chain link fences, 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


importing distributor), Edificio Lara, 
Apartado No. 235, Barquisimeto, wishes 
to purchase direct approximately 50,000 
pounds per month of lead suitable for 
commercial manufacture of lead pellets 
used in shotgun shells. 

Machinery: 

Venezuela—Vicson, S. A. (manufac- 
turer of nails and chain link fences, 
importing distributor), Edificio Lara, 
Apartado No. 235, Barquisimeto, wishes 
to purchase direct automatic machinery 
for manufacturing chain link fencing, 
also machinery for the manufacture, in 
commercial quantities, of lead pellets 
for shotgun ammunition. 


Parking Meters: 

Nicaragua—May Co., Ltd. (importer, © 
retailer, exporter, agent), 603 Segunda 
Calle N. E., Managua, wishes to pur- 
chase direct from U. S. manufacturer 
parking meters, which firm intends to 
sell to the local traffic department. 


Wire: 

Venezuela—Vicson, S. A. (manufac- 
turer of nails and chain link fences, 
importing distributor), Edificio Lara, 
Apartado 235, Barquisimeto, wishes to 
purchase’ direct wires for use in manu- 
facturing chain link fences. Firm states 
it can use approximately 200,000 pounds 
of wire monthly. 


mn 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Automotive Equipment and Parts: 

Rhodesia, Southern — Cleveland 
Agencies (Pvt.), Ltd. (agent), 64 Man- 
ica Road; P. O. Box 2157, Salisbury, 
wishes to obtain direct agency for auto- 
mobile spare parts, for sale in the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 

Venezuela—Auto Estabilizadora, C. A. 
(importing distributor and manufactur- 
ers’ agent), Apartado 5127, Edif. “El 
Progreso,” Calle El Progreso, Las 
Acacias, Caracas, wishes to obtain 
agency for water-injectors for attach- 
ment and use with automobile carbu- 
retors, for all popular types of Amer- 
ican-made automobiles and trucks, 


Foodstuffs: 


Rhodesia, Southern — Cleveland 
Agencies (Pvt.), Ltd. (agent), 64 Man- 
ica Road, P. O. Box 2157, Salisbury, 
wishes to obtain direct~ agencies for 
canned fruits and other foodstuffs, for 
sale in the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland. 


Heating Equipment: 

Denmark—Oluf N. Kokholm_ (con- 
sulting and constructing engineer, man- 
ufacturer’s agent, distributor), 18 Jern- 
banegade, Sonderborg, wishes to obtain 
agency for oil burners for small homes. 


Machinery and Accessories: 

Iran—Mohamad Reza Shayegan & 
Partners (Sherkat Tazamoni Mohamad 
Reza Shayegan va Shoraka) (importer 
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and commission agent handling textile 
machinery and accessories, raw mater- 
ials, chemicals, etc.), Imami Passage, 
Chahar Bagh, Isfahan, wishes to obtain 
agency for cotton spinning machinery 
and automatic cotton looms. Firm is 
interested in complete cotton spinning 
plants of 5,000 to 10,000 spindles, 
spinning count 20 to 40, using local 
cotton of 20- to 30-millimeter staple 
and artificial fiber; also, up to 1,000 
light automatic cotton looms, 40” in 
width, bobbin changer, for weaving 
plain calico. 


Notions: 

Union of South Africa—M. M. Engel 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ represent- 
ative), P. O. Box 5305, Johannesburg, 
wishes to obtain agency for laces (edg- 
ings and insertions), nylon netting, 
braids, frillings, and accessories for 
wholesalers and manufacturers of la- 
dies’ and children’s dresses. 


Textiles: 

Nicaragua—May Co., Ltd. (importer, 
retailer, exporter, agent), 603 Segunda 
Calle N. E., Managua, desires to repre- 
sent U. S. manufacturers of low-priced 
cotton, silk, rayon, and nylon fabrics. 


Rhodesia, Southern — Cleveland 
Agencies (Pvt.), Ltd. (agent), 64 Man- 
ica Road, P. O. Box 2157, Salisbury, 
desires to obtain direct agencies for 
textiles suifable for sale in the Feder- 
ation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 

Union of South Africa—M. M. Engel 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturers’ represent- 
ative), P. O. Box 5305, Johannesburg, 
wishes to obtain agency for rayon 
materials. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Adrian D. Gray, represent- 
ing Graycoe Trading Co. (retailer of 
prefabricated houses), 10 O’Connell St., 
Sydney, is interested in obtaining in- 
formation on factory prefabrication of 
houses, job-site mass production housing 
techniques, the utilization of hand 
power-tools in construction, new con- 
struction techniques for standard-type 
construction, and new _ construction 
materials, particularly plastics. He is 
also interested in possible licensing 
arrangements for the manufacture in 
Australia of specialized construction 
materials and/or equipment. Scheduled 
to arrive in May, via New York, for a 
month’s visit. Itinerary: New York, 
Washington, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. Since no VU. S. address is 
given, interested firms should write 
direct to the visitor’s firm in Australia. 

Germany—Walter Pulch, represent- 
ing Rheinische Eisengiesserei, Wilhelm 
Pulch (manufacturer and exporter of 
gray cast iron products), 25 Voisweg, 
Ratingen, is interested in visiting iron 
foundries and manufacturers of plastics, 
and requests technical information on 
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Ceylon in Market 
To Buy Deugs 


The Ceylon Ministry of Health 
is inviting bids for the following 
drugs required by the Director of 
Health Services: 

@ 450,000 vials of dihydrostrep- 
tomycin sulfate. Bids will be ac- 
cepted until May 11. 

®@ 7,500,000 isonicotinic acid hy- 
drazide tablets and 35,000,000 
para-aminosalicylic (sodium) tab- 
lets. Bids will be accepted until 
May 25. 

A copy of the bid invitation and 
instructions for bidding is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Health, P. O. Box No. 500, 
Colombo, Ceylon. 











modern processing methods and trans- 
portation equipment. Scheduled to 
arrive May 3, via New York, for a visit 
of 3 to 6 months. U. S. address: c/o 
Beardsley & Piper, 2424 N. Cicero Ave., 
Chicago 39, Ill, Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Buffalo, Pitts- 
burgh, Detroit, Milwaukee, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Washington, Canton (IIL), 
and Memphis. 

Germany—Rolf Schwarz, represent- 
ing Dr. Schwarz GmbH Arzneimittel- 
fabrik (manufacturer and exporter of 
pharmaceutical products), 18 Fronkamp, 
Monheim b. Duesseldorf, is interested 
in visiting pharmaceutical laboratories, 
and wishes to study marketing con- 
ditions and sales possibilities for chemi- 
cal basic materials. Scheduled to arrive 
May 10, via New York, for a visit of 6 
weeks. U. S. address: c/e Puro Chem- 
ical Corp., Long Island City, New York. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Balti- 
more, Detroit, Cleveland, and Pitts- 
burgh. 

Germany—Roland Wachenfeld, repre- 
senting Hugo Wachenfeld (manufac- 
turer and exporter of auxiliary foundry 
materials), 78a Schanzenstrasse, Dues- 
seldorf-Oberkassel, is interested in visit- 
ing iron and light alloy foundries, and 
wishes to obtain technical information 
on working methods and investigate 
sales possibilities for his firm’s products 
in the United States. Scheduled to ar- 
rive May 10, via New Ycerk, for a visit 
of 6 weeks. U.S. address: c/o Foundry 
Services, Inc., 280 Madison Ave., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Baltimore, Detroit, Cleveland, 
and Pittsburgh. 

India—Gulabchand Hirachand, J. P. 
Mukherjee, and M. G. Madge, represent- 
ing Walchandnagar Industries, Ltd. 


(producer and wholesaler of 
cooking oil, denatured spirits, and con. 
fectionery), Construction House, Bal. 
lard Estate, Nicol Road, Bombay 1, are’ 
interested in obtaining U. S. license tg 
manufacture in India plastic p 
particularly buttons. Scheduled ty 
arrive May 7, via San Francisco, for a 
visit of 3 to 4 weeks. U. S. address: 
c/o U. S. Department of Co 

946 Flood Bidg., 870 Market St., San 
Francisco 2, Calif. Itinerary: San Fray. 
cisco, New York, New Orleans, Miami, 
Richmond, and Washington. 

Italy—Renzo di Pirano, re 
Skofel Italiana, S. R. L. (importer of 
electric household appliances ‘and tele. 
vision sets), Via Fratelli Gabba 1, Milan, 
is interested in contacting American 
manufacturers of electrical household 
appliances. Scheduled to arrive early 
in May, via New York, for a visit of 3 
weeks. U. S. address: c/o Westlite 
4197 Park Ave., New York, 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, and 
Cornerville (Ind.), 

Italy—Gerolamo Scola, representing 
Ferdinando Zanoletti Metalli, S. P, A 
(manufacturer, retailer, wholesaler, and 
exporter of nonferrous metal ingots 
manufactured and semimanufactured 
products), 8 Via Generale Albriccd 
Milan, is interested in importing from 
the United States nonferrous metal 
scrap, and desires to visit stainless steel 
mills and a factory producing plastic 
laminators. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 15, via New York, for a visit of 
2 months. U. S. address: Hotel Plazm 
Fifth Ave. & 59th St., New York, NW, ¥, 
Itinerary: New York, Washington, 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Chicago. 

Netherlands—Cornelis Gerhard Bat- 
neveld, representing Corsettenfabriek 
Dulco, N. V. (manufacturer of corsets 
and related lines), 1-2 Regentesseplei, 
The Hague, is interested in i r 
from the United States nylon stockings 
nylon piece goods, and nylon elastic 
webbing and other fabrics for the man 
facture of corsets. Was scheduled @ 
arrive April 22, via New York, for 
month’s visit. U. S. address: Edism 
Hotel, 228 W. 47th St., New York § 
N. Y¥. Itinerary: New York, Boston, 
Chicago, and possibly other cities, ~ 

Union of South Africa — Hendrick 
Johannes Van Eck, 37 First Av 
Houghton, Johannesburg, is inte 
in studying practical farming metho’, 
particularly citrus, cotton, and me 
under irrigation. Scheduled to arriv 
May 4, via New York, for a visit of# 
months. U. S. address: c/o South Aft 
can Embassy, 3101 Masachusetts Ave, 
NW., Washington, D. C. S 

World Trade Directory Report mt 
applicable, 

Union of South Africa—Joseph Kat 
zen, representing Joseph Katzen (Pty) 
Ltd., Troye House, 34 Troye Sty J 
nesburg, wishes to contact 
manufacturers desiring represel 
in South Africa, He also would like @ 
consult with American firms int 
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in licensing arrangements for the man- 
ufacture of their products in South 
Africa. Scheduled to arrive early in 
May, for a visit of 2 to 3 months. U. S. 
c/o Fenchurch Export Corp., 
67 Broad St., New York. Itinerary: 
Washington, Toledo, Detroit, and 
Chicago. 
Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 
Union of South Africa — Werner 
Keibel, representing Cosmos Sales Co. 
(sales agent handling all types of 
merchandise on commission basis), 121 
Pan Africa House, Troye St., P. O. Box 
4393, Johannesburg; and Helvetia Dis- 
tributors (Pty.), Ltd., Johannesburg, is 
interested in obtaining representation 
of American textile mills. Scheduled to 
arrive May 10, via New York, for a 
yisit of 4 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Barbizon Plaza Hotel, 106 Central Park 
S, New York 19, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Rochester, Chicago, and Los 
Angeles. 
World Trade Directory Report on 
Helvetia Distributors (Pty.), Ltd., being 
prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE . 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, has published the following 
new trade lisis of which mimeo- 

phed copies may be obtained 
[tres domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $1 a 
list for each country. 

Most of these lists are now pref- 
aced by a brief review of basic 
trade and industry data collected 
inthe course of compiling each 
list. Brief extracts from these 
data follow each title for which 
such data are available. 

Adyertising Media—Union of South 


Africa. 


Boot and Shoe Importers and Dealers 
—Venezuela.—_The Government has as- 
sured local shoe manufacturers that it 
will extend full support in reducing 
import competition if the industry will 
improve and expand local production of 
shoes of all types. Because of the high 
protective tariff and the increased reluc- 
tance of the Government to grant 
import permits, shoe importation is 
expected to continue to decline. Shoe 
imports during the first 10 months of 
1953 totaled 112,458 gross kilograms, 
Valued at 1,126,790 bolivares. 


Business Firms—Jordan. 


Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Greece.—Raw materials available local- 
ly for the chemical industry include 
pytites, lignite, lead, chromite, manga- 
hese, magnesite, talc, emery, salt, lime- 
‘one, clay, gum resin, and a large va- 
mety of plants and herbs. Exports 
include sulfuric acid, hydrochloric acid, 
fertilizers, sulfur oil, naval stores, and 


ing extracts. 
micals are imported chiefly from 


April 26, 1954 





European countries, of which Germany 
and the United Kingdom are the princi- 
pal suppliers. German sources are said 
to be cheaper for potassium derivatives, 
British for sodium and coal-tar deriva- 
tives, and French for caustic and car- 
bonate of soda. . 

Chemicals are imported to a lesser 
extent from the United States and con- 
sist chiefly of citric acid, potassium 
carbonate, sodium bicarbonate, sulfite, 
bisulfite, hydrosulfite salts, sodium hypo- 
sulfate, benzol, chromium salts, glycerin, 
etc. In addition, the market prefers 
U. S. sources for borax, sulfur, solvents, 
oil derivatives (vaseline), detergents, 
certain plastic materials (polystyrene), 
insecticides, and agricultural chemicals. 


Clothing Manufacturers—Republic of 
Ireland.—Because of high protective 
tariffs most wearing apparel is manu- 
factured locally. The industry is highly 
competitive and in the immediate post- 
war years enjoyed a boom. A sharp 
recession, however, followed the aboli- 
tion of clothes rationing in the United 
Kingdom and the rise in the raw-wool 
market. When the wool market fell, 
the public ceased buying until the retail 
stores showed substantial price reduc- 
tions; as a result many clothing manu- 
facturers went out of business. 


Imports during 1953 were as follows: 
Women’s and girls’ coats, wool or 
worsted, 31,986 valued at £183,922; wom- 
en’s and girls’ suits, 11,834 valued at 
£86,343; dresses and skirts, 35,457 
valued at £96,074; other outerwear, 
£179,602; underwear® not knitted, 10,091 
dozen valued at £47,065; and other ap- 
parel, accessories, and parts, valued at 
£204,022. The United Kingdom was the 
principal supplier. Official statistics do 
not indicate whether any came from 
the United States. 


Exports in 1953 were as follows: 
Shirts, 6,241 dozen, £38,125; other outer 
garments, not knitted, £13,456; and 
apparel and accessories, n. e. s., £113,253, 
the bulk of which went to the United 
Kingdom. 


Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Union of South Africa.— 
The Union has a growing textile and 
clothing industry; woolen and cotton 
textile mills have been established in 
the East London and Port Elizabeth 
areas and garment centers have devel- 
oped at Johannesburg and Capetown. 
Despite this growth the Union continues 
to offer a substantial market for im- 
ported dry goods and clothing. 


The United Kingdom has been the 
major supplier of dry goods and cloth- 
ing, followed closely by the United 
States. More recently Japan has be- 
come a competitor. In 1952 imports of 
textiles and apparel were valued at $203 
million. The import-control program 
has been amended to permit licensing on 
a nondiscriminating basis for both hard- 
and soft-currency areas. 

The consumer appears to prefer 
American fabrics and styles and the 





Netherland Institute 
Publishes Report 


Centraal Instituut voor Indus- 
trieontwikkeling (Netherland In- 
stitute for Industrial Develop- 
ment), The Hague, Netherlands, 
has published a report entitled 
“Some Information on the West 
German, Netherlands, and Ameri- 
can Textile Machinery Industry: in 
Connection With the Possibilities 
of Establishment of American 
Factories in This Line in Our 
Country.” 

A summary of the report has 
been prepared by the American 
Embassy in The Hague, and may 
be obtained on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25,D.C. ° 

For information concerning 
availability of the complete re- 
port, which is in the Netherland 
language, inquiries should be ad- 
dressed to the Institute for 
Netherlands-American Industrial 
Cooperation in New York, Bilt- 
more Hotel; Room 48, Madison 
Avenue and 43d Street, New York 





17,.N. Y. 








revision in import-control policy is ex- 
pected to result in a selective increase 
in textile and clothing imports from the 
United States, in relation to the import 
volume from other major suppliers. 


Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—G reece.—The 
Greek industry manufactures on a small 
scale a wide range of electrical supplies 
and equipment including electrical 
household appliances, certain industrial 
electrical’ equipment, electrical wiring 
equipment, and fixtures. Electrical 
household appliances manufactured in- 
clude refrigerators, cooking ranges, 
water heaters, stoves, fans, pressing 
irons, and hotplates. With the exception 
of cooking ranges, the appliances cannot 
compete with similar foreign items 
qualitatively. 

The plastics industry produces a large 
variety of electrical supplies, such as 
bakelite switches, plugs, sockets, etc., 
of good quality which sell at lower 
prices than their imported counterparts. 

Electrical supply and equipment im- 
ports during 1952 amounted to 90,000 
pieces of incandescent lamps originating 
in: Italy 43 percent, United States 
17 percent, Netherlands 14 percent, and 
Germany 13 percent; 1,428 metric tons 
of electric motors and generators sup- 
plied by: Germany 55 percent, United 
States 15 percent, United Kingdom 13 
percent, and Italy 6 percent; 19 metric 
tons of telecommunication machinery 
and apparatus from France, 80 percent; - 
410 metric tons of electrical household 
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appliances from: United States 42 per- 
cent, Germany 28 percent, United King- 
dom 15 percent, and Italy 7 percent; 
1,442 metric tons of electrical appliances 
in general from; United Kingdom 38 per- 
cent, Germany 25 percent, United States 
23 percent, and Italy 9 percent; 703 
metric tons of electrical supplies from: 
United States 67 percent, Germany 13 
percent, Sweden 8 percent, and United 
Kingdom 6 percent; and 10,690 metric 
tons of wires, cables, and ropes from: 
Italy 35 percent, United Kingdom 22 


percent, Germany 21 percent, and 
Belgium 7 percent. 
Electric Power Companies—Philip- 


pines.—The Government, which has em- 
barked on a power expansion program, 
has completed one unit of the Maria 
Cristina hydroelectric project in north- 
ern Mindanao, and a second unit is 
under construction. It also has begun 
construction of the Ambuklaw hydro- 
electric plant in the Mountain Province, 
two plants in Davao Province, and the 
Amburayan Chute hydroelectric project 
in Bangar, La Union Province; several 
other plants are in the planning stage. 

There are 300 power plants serving 
374 towns and cities, of which 275 dis- 
tribute elettricity at 220 volts and 25 
units at 110 volts. Except for 4 plants, 
all generate alternating current. Total 
plant capacity is estimated at 176,920.94 
kilowatts for privately owned plants and 
approximately 36,800 kilowatts for Gov- 
ernment-owned plants. 


Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manu- 
facturers, and Exporters—Japan.—aA\l- 
though production of feedstuffs is 
gradually increasing, the country’s out- 
put is insufficient to meet domestic 
requirements. The Government allocates 
foreign exchange for the importation of 
a limited amount of such feedstuffs as 
wheat, corn, cake, and meal. During 
1953 Japan imported 311,634 metric tons 
of feedstuffs. 


Imports by type of feed and country 
of origin were: Wheat, 104,302 tons 
from Canada; corn, 175,843 tons from 
the following countries: United States, 
156,762; Thailand, 12,081, Indochina, 
5,192, Australia, 1,808; wheat bran, 
14,300 tons from communist China; soy- 
bean cake, 15,431 tons from communist 
China and the United States; and oats, 
1,758 tons from Australia. 

Japan is primarily an importer of 
feedstuffs but does have some export 
trade, principally in fish meal. In early 
1953 the Government licensed the ex- 
port of a quantity of oil cakes and meal, 
since production was temporarily in 
excess of domestic demand. 


Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Greece.—Industrial machinery manu- 
factured in Greece includes certain 
kinds needed by the local manufacturing 
industries, usually manufactured on cus- 
tomers’ orders. Small electric motors, 
water pumps, regular diesel engines, 
and similar items are produced in 
standard models, Agricultural machin- 
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Trade Group Official 
To Visit U, S. 


W. G. V. Fernie, president of 


the New Zealand Retailers Fed- 
eration and the New Zealand 
Employers’ Federation, is  ex- 


pected to arrive in the United 
States early in May for a visit of 
about 7 weeks. 

Mr. Fernie is interested in ob- 
taining information on retail mer- 
chandising methods in this coun- 
try and would like to discuss 
labor-management relations. 

Also, on behalf of his own firm, 
Calder Mackay Company, »Ltd., 
of Christchurch, Mr. Fernie is in- 
terested in contacting suppliers 
of household furnishings, home 
appliances, and soft goods. 

Mr. Fernie’s itinerary includes 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, New 
Orleans, Washington, New York, 
and Detroit. Correspondence may 
be addressed to him c/o R. W. 
Cameron & Company, 10 Bridge 
Street, New York, N. Y. 











ery and implements manufactured local- 
ly include all horse-driven equipment. 

Greece imports machinery from Eu- 
ropean as well as American sources of 
supply, but chiefly from Germany and 
the United Kingdom. In general, cus- 
tomers prefer long-lasting machinery, 
and machinery for which replacement 
parts can be obtained easily rather than 
completely modern machinery if its 
upkeep might be more difficult. Indus- 
trialists do not plan ordinarily for such 
frequent replacements of plants and 
equipment as do their American 
counterparts. 

United States machinery is generally 
reputed to have its technical superior- 
ity. Exports of machinery are, for all 
practical purposes, limited to agricul- 
tural equipment, such as plows and 
threshing machines. 


Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Trinidad, B. W. L—A _ substantial 
amount of machinery is imported for the 
three main fields of economic activity— 
oil, agriculture, and light industries. The 
market for American machinery, how- 
ever, is limited by currency restrictions. 
The categories of machinery in which 
Trinidad, and Tobago imported substan- 
tial amounts from the United States in 
1952, with values in British West 
Indian dollars (BWI$1=approximately 
US$0.59), are shown:-in the following 
comparisons: 

Agricultural machinery and imple- 
ments: total imports, $395,000—from the 
United States, $78,000; tractors, includ- 
ing parts: total imports, $1,414,000—im- 
ports from the United States, $913,000; 
oil mining machinery: ‘total imports, 
$2,918,000—imports from the United 


ee 


States, $1,756,000; oil refinery machin. 
ery: total imports, $486,000—imports 
from the United States, $79,000; eles. 
tric motors, transformers, etc.: total 
imports, $1,257,000—imports from ‘the 
United States, $75,000. 


Medicinal and Toilet-Preparation Im. 
porters and Dealers—Denmark,—The 
country has a highly developed medici- 
nal industry and is a net exporter of 
medicinal preparations to all parts of 
the world. Only specialized medicinal 
preparations not manufactured | 
are imported, and rigid legislation 
makes it difficult to introduce foreign 
products. The principal suppliers are 
Western Germany, Great Britain, and 
France. 

Toilet-preparation imports are lim. 
ited and comprise mainly perfumes from 
France, modest quantities coming from 
Great Britain and Western Germany, 
The Government exercises great care in 
dollar expenditures, and it is difficult 
for Danish traders to obtain import per 
mits for other than raw materials and 
semimanufactured products from the 
United States. A further relaxation of 
import restrictions would be necessary 
to allow the entry of U. S. ‘oilet 
preparations. 


Mining Companies and Exporters of 
Ores—British Guiana.—Though a few 
minerals have made important contribu. 
tions to the economy for years, others 
known to exist are not being produced 
on a large scale; still others believed to 
exist are not beyond the first stages of 
exploration. Bauxite, diamonds, and 
gold have been extracted in significant 
quantities in past years. In 1952 e& 
ports consisted of 2,286,000 long tons of 
bauxite, 39,210 metric carats of dia- 
monds, and 16,348 bullion ounces of 
gold. Extraction of such ores as colum- 
bite-tantalite and manganese has barely 
begun. : 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers — Philippines. — Approximately 
100,000 tons of paper and paper prod 
ucts are consumed annually, the great 
part of which is imported. The import 
value for 1953 is estimated at $18 mi- 
lion. The largest single item imported’s 
newsprint, which had a 1953 value o 
$3.3 million; other paper for prifiting 
purposes accounted for $1.7 million of 
the paper import total. Other major 
items included paper bags, cigarett? 
paper, kraft and other wrapping paper, 


pasteboard and cardboard, and OM 
newspapers. 
Photographic Supply Dealers and 


Photographers—Switzerland. — Switzer 
land is a good market for photographic 
apparatus and supplies. Photography 5 
a popular hobby, and this coupled with 
the country’s fame as a tourist center 
and the scenic beauties it offers for tak 
ing pictures creates a demand {@ 
cameras, film, and equipment. Only # 
small part of this demand is supplied by 
domestic products. Although film, papes 
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Direct Service Links 
Europe and Paraguay 


An experimental direct shipping serv- 
jce from Europe to Asuncion, Para- 
guay, using the SS. Asuncion of 560 
gross registered tons, was started in 
November 1953 by the Netherland firm 
Rotterdam-Zuid Amerika Lyn. After 
one and a half round trips from Eu- 
rope, the vessel was placed in the in- 
land trade between Asuncion, Buenos 
Aires, and Montevideo. It has recently 
been joined on the river route by a 
sistership, the Mizar-N. 

At present direct service to and from 
Hamburg, Bremen, Rotterdam, and 
Antwerp is provided by means of the 
Merak-N and the Mirfak-N, of 8v0 and 
850 gross registered tons, respectively. 
These vessels average one trip per 
month, an average crossing taking 33 
days. The Mirfak-N has been certi- 
fied as a postal vessel, and both ships 
are equipped to carry passengers. The 
ships do not stop at Buenos Aires but 


stop at Montevideo to take on fuel and 
water. 


The company plans to place five more 
yessels in regular. service between 
northern European ports and Asuncion. 
These vessels, which will also be named 
after stars, will be slightly larger— 
one vessel of 860 tons, three of 960 
tons, and one of 1,000 tons. Although 
freight terminals will be retained at 
Asuncion and European ports, the larg- 
er vessel will offer passenger service 
both ways from Montevideo. 

Local agents for the firm are Cia. 
Maritime Holandesa S. A. with branch 
offices in Asuncion, Buenos Aires, and 
Montevideo. 





New Radiotelephone Circuits 
Established by Lebanese 


The establishment on April 2 of ra- 
distelephone service between Lebanon 
and Gibraltar; the Balearic Islands; 
Ceuta, Spain; Mellila, Spanish Moroc- 
0; and the Canary Islands has been 
announced by the Lebanese Telephone 
Administration. 


Services are operated through the 
Circuit to Paris from 10 a. m. to 9:30 
p.m On weekdays and from 10 a. m. 
to 12:30 p. m. on Sundays and holidays, 
Beirut standard time. 
Rates from Lebanon, 
pounds (L£2.21—US$1, 
are as follows: 


in Lebanese 
official rate), 


First 3 Each added Person-to- 

Area minutes minute person call 

Gibraltar 27.90 9.30 2.85 
c Islands) 

Melilla os 40 10.80 4.35 

Islands ......35.10 11.70 5.25 
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Maritime Administration Announces 
Sales Prices for 35 Mariner Ships 


Minimum base prices for the sale of 35 Mariner class dry-cargo ships 
constructed for the Maritime Administration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, have been.announced by the Federal Maritime Board. 

Prices ranging from $5,072,000 to $4,120,000 were set according 
to the date of the building contracts awarded to seven U. S. shipyards, 


and vary according to whether the ships 
will be used by the purchasers as cargo 
vessels or combination passenger-cargo 
ships, 

The minimum base prices are subject 
to changes and escalation, since the 
Government’s contracts with the ship- 
yards were on an adjusted basis. The 
calculation of the sales prices is based 
on the estimated costs of the vessels 
if built in foreign shipyards, and the 
dates on which the ships were built 
affect the estimates of the foreign costs. 
The United Kingdom was selected as 
the foreign shipbuilding center to which 
the foreign cost calculations Were ap- 
plied. 

Only U. S. Citizens Eligible 


Also, the price of the ships to U. S. 
shipping compariies—only U. S. citizens 
are eligible for their purchase—are 
minus the cost of national defense 
features. 

Twenty-five of the Mariners were 
contracted for by the Maritime Admin- 
istration on February 7, 1951. The base 
price of these if used as cargo vessels 


is $4,120,000. If used as combination 
cargo-passenger ships, the price is 
$4,723,500. 


Five were contracted for on June 25, 
1951. As cargo ships, the price is 
$4,261,000; as combination _ vessels, 

The price of the five contracted for 
on August 1, as cargo ships is $4,424,- 
$4,886,000. 

000; as combinations, $5,072,000. 

The difference in price between the 

ship to be used as a cargo vessel and 





Colombia Awards Contracts 
For Television Equipment 


The Colombian Government awarded 
cohtracts in March to the German firm, 
Siemens and Halske A. G., and the 
American firm, Allen B. Du Mont Lab- 
oratories, Inc., for the supply of tele- 
vision transmitting equipment and the 
installation of a television broadcast- 
ing station in Bogota. The amount of 
the Siemens and Halske contract is 
understood to be for $90,000 and the 
Du Mont conffact for $300,000. 

The Colombian Government plans to 
have the installation completed by 
June 13. The Government reportedly 
will import 400 television receiving sets 
by June 13 for installation in public 
places. 





as a combination ship stems from the 
speed determined to be the commercial- 
ly useful speed. Since passenger serv- 
ice can utilize a higher speed, the 20- 
knot rated speed of the vessel was con- 
sidered as the commerical speed. An 
18-knot speed was determined to be the 
commerically useful speed of the Ma- 
riner as a cargo ship, and therefore the 
additional cost to the Government of 
producing a ship capable of speed in 
excess of 18 knots was considered. a 
national defense feature, the cost to be 
borne by the Government. 

In percentage terms, the construction- 
differential of the Mariners varies from 
39.39 percent to 44.83 percent. 

The basic cost to the Government— 
subject to changes and escalation—of 
the 35 vessels varied from $7,809,830 to 
$9,527,830, including an average assess- 
ment of $34,830 per vessel of. the cost 
of the original design plans. y, 


Route of Costa Rican 
Highway Shortened 


A major line change has been effected 
in the Costa Rican section of the Inter- 
American Highway near the Nicara- 
guan border. 


This change, though involving only 
a variance of approximately 1 kilome- 
ter from the original line, is expected 
to allow a substantial saving in con- 
struction costs because the new route is 
shorter and will involve lighter con- 
struction work. However, it entails 
earth moving which cannot be done in 
the rainy season. Unless the weather 
is completely dry in May—a practically 
unheard-of condition in that area—the 
highway probably cannot be completed 
to Penas Blancas before the rainy sea- 
son begins. 

Though this means that work on the 
highway. probably cannot be finished 
this year, the expected saving in con- 
struction costs is regarded as ample 
justification for the delay. 








The number of television transmit- 
ters in use in West Germany is expect- 
ed to increase sufficiently to enable 60 
percent of the population to receive 
broadcasts by the end of this year. Ac- 
cordingly, production of television sets 
should be three times as large this year 
as it was last year. 
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Roads, Railways Show 
Progress in Ecuador 


An agreement whereby the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment would lend $8.5 million to 
Ecuador for the construction and im- 
provement of 566 kilometers of roads 
in the Guayas river basin was ratified 
by a special session of the Ecuadoran 
Congress in February. 

Early this year the Minister of Public 
Works announced that since June 8, 
1953, when the new gasoline tax went 


into effect, revenues from that source 
have amounted to nearly 20 million 
sucres (approximately equivalent to 
US$1.3 million at the official rate), sur- 
passing earlier estimates of revenue 
from that source. The Minister indicated 
that this revenue would be adequate to 
meet the Government’s financial obli- 
gations for highway construction. 

Less than average rainfall this sea- 
son has resulted in comparatively little 
damage to Ecuador’s highway network, 
although unsurfaced roads on the coast 
naturally have become soft and rutted. 
The recently inaugurated Duran-Tambo 
highway, linking Guayaquil and the 
southern highlands area around Cuen- 
ca, has been damaged by landslides and 
one bridge was washed out, but through 
traffic was interrupted for only short 
periods. 

Railways Buy Equipment 

In a move to improve rail transporta- 
tion, the Directing Board of the State 
Railways decided in late February to 
purchase 20,000 tons of rails from a 
French supplier who offered 5-year pay- 
ment terms on this $2.8-million order. 
The board also has decided to acquire 
parts and supplies for repairing 16 lo- 
comotives which are now unserviceable 
as well as for 60 freight cars. 

In addition, the Ministry of Public 
Works has been given greater author- 
ity over technical engineering aspects 
of the Quito-San Lorenzo rail line now 
under construction. Heretofore an au- 
tonomous Junta has had technical, ad- 
ministrative, and financial responsibility 
for this work, but owing to a lack of 
qualified engineers, its control over the 
contractor has been less effective than 
the Government would like. 


The 152-kilometer Guayaquil-Salinas 
rail line will be liquidated in the near 
future as the result of a recent decision 
of the Board for Improvements in the 
Santa Elena Peninsula. This semiauton- 
omous agency recently took over oper- 
ation of this line after the State-owned 
railway system decided to liquidate the 
line because it could not be operated 
economically. : 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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Israel Installs New 
Telephone Exchanges 


Two new automatic telephone ex- 
changes, replacing the Jaffa manual 
exchange, were inaugurated by the Is- 
rael Postal Authorities on March 26. 
One of the exchanges, serving the 
southern Tel Aviv and Jaffa areas, has 
a capacity of 4,000 lines, which can be 
extended to 10,000 lines. 

The second exchange, for operation 
in the Ramat Gan area, is of 2,000-line 
capacity and has facilities for extend- 
ing its lines to 5,000. The 400 connec- 
tions of the present Ramat Gan ex- 
change are to be transferred to the 
new Tel Aviv southern exchange. 


Including the 7,000 lines of the Tel 
Aviv northern exchange opened last 
year, the total capacity of the Tel 
Aviv-Jaffa-Ramat Gan exchanges now 
comprises 13,000 lines, thus permitting 
the addition of thousands of new sub- 
scribers. 


The postal authorities report that 
during the period May 15, 1948, to De- 
cember 31, 1953, the number of tele- 
phone subscribers in Israel increased 
from 18,286 to 47,430. 

A daily wireless-telephone _ service 
between Israel and Algeria, Tunisia, 
and French Morocco, via Paris, also has 
been introduced, effective March 25, the 
Ministry of Posts announced. 





Bombay Region Gets New 
Medium-Wave Transmitter 


A new 50-kw. medium-wave trans- 
mitter at Malad, India, about 25 miles 
from Bombay, was opened by the In- 
dian Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting on March 20. 

The new transmitter is expected to 
increase the effective servicing of the 
Bombay area, where more than 26 per- 
cent of the country’s broadcast receiv- 
er licenses are held. 

While switching on the transmitter 
the Minister stated that, in line with 
the provisions of the Five-Year Plan, 


additional high-power medium trans- 
mitters would be installed in other 
centers. 





Lille, Paris Get Automatic. 
Dial Telephone Service 


Automatic telephone service -from 
Lille to Paris—the first connection of 
its kind from a provincial center to the 
French capital—was inaugurated on 
April 1. Forty-five circuits for automatic 
traffic have been installed in a coaxial 
cable connecting Lille with Paris. 

All Paris telephone subscribers may 
now dial Fontainebleau, Rouen, Lyon, 
and Toulouse direct. Though only Paris 
subscribers on the Segur, Suffren, Lit- 
tre, and Babylone exchanges can dial 
Lillie-Roubaix, this service will be ex- 
tended to all Paris subscribérs. 





TRANSPORT NOTES 


A new combined sea-air route between 
New York and the Pacific area has 


been announced by the United Nations 


Shipping Corp., New York City. The 
firm states that its new service reduces 
from 40 days to 17 days the time re 
quired to handle shipments from Japan 
to New York, and permits similar time 
savings in shipping to and from such 
other areas as Hawaii, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, and Australia. 





The Compagnie Cyprien Fabre Line 
of France opened its summer service 
linking Marseilles to the Great Lakes 
on March 14. Nine ships will provide 
service at 10-day intervals via Genoa 
Leghorn, Naples, and Messina, and via 
North African, Spanish, and Portuguese 
ports. 





Reestablishment of shipping service 
between Europe and Indonesia by the 
Hamburg-America Line (H. A. P, A, G) 
has been confirmed by the Djakarta 
general agent for the line. The TS 
Dortmund left Hamburg on February 
18 and was expected to arrive in 
Djakarta on March 27, 





Regular scheduled steamer services 
between the United States and Pakistan 
were established when the Egyptian 
Khedivial Mail Lines SS. Khedive Ismail 
docked at Karachi. 


Ports of call westward will be: Aden, 


Port Sudan, Jedda, Suez, Port Said 
Alexandria, Beirut, Naples, Leghom 
Genoa, Marseilles, Philadelphia, New 


York, and return. With the sister ship 
SS. Mohammed Ali Eli-Kabir,. servite 
between Karachi and New York willl 
maintained at 6-week intervals, 





Suez Canal Tolls 
To Be Cut 


A reduction in Suez Canal 
transit tolls, effective July 15, 
34 Egyptian piasters per Suez net 
ton for loaded vessels and 155 
piastres for vessels in ballast was 
voted by the board of director 
of the Compagnie Universelle du 
Canal Maritime de Suez (Suez 
Canal Co.) at a meeting in Paris 
on April 6 (E£1—100 piasters= 
US$2.87). 


The cuts are effective for 1 
year, after which they will be Te 
examined in the light of the ¢@ 
nal’s traffic, the company’s oper 
ating costs, and the magnitude of 
further maintenance and improve- 
ments needed. 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Fayptan Share in New 
Steel Plant Designated 


Conditions for. Egyptian Government 
participation in the establishment of a 
corporation to be known as the Egyp- 
tian Metallurgical Industry Co. were 
defined in Law No. 131 of March 4, 
published in the Official Gazette No. 18 
bis. The company is to construct an iron 
and steel plant, as agreed between the 
Egyptian Government and the West 
German Demag A. G. firm on February 
ii. (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 
8% 1954, p. 26). 

The Government’s contribution to the 
capital will consist of iron and steel 
mill equipment valued at E£2 million, 
which it already has stored at Helwan. 
The Council of Ministers may author- 
ize greater Government participation in 
the capital of the new company through 
purchase of some or all of the shares 
to be offered for public subscription, or 
through purchase of other participants’ 
shares. 

The Council of Ministers also ap- 
proved a law authorizing the National 
Production Council to participate in the 
capitalization of the company to the 
extent of Efl million over and above 
the Government’s previous commitment. 


Company Deed Signed 

The deed establishing the new iron 
and steel] company was signed by répre- 
sentatives of the participating founders 
on March 27. The capital of the com- 
pany is divided as follows: E£2 million 
covering the Egyptian Government’s 
contribution of the steel mill equip- 
ment; Ef1 million from the National 
Production Council; E£250,000 from 
the Industrial Bank; and E£1 million 
from the Bank Misr and affiliates. 

The Demag firm will participate to 
the extent of 20 percent of the ma- 
terial furnished by that company, up to 
4 maximum of E£2 million. In accord- 
ance with the new company law and 
te permit small investors to take part 
in the project, 875,000 shares at E£2 
each will be offered for public sub- 
scription. 

The Government is also authorized to 
guarantée a minimum dividend of 4 
Percent to shareholders after the third 
year"from the date of the decree es- 
tablishing the company, as well as to 
guarantee reimbursement on due dates 
of the nominal amount of bonds issued 
by the company, provided the total 
of bonds issued does not exceed Ef4 
million—Emb., Cairo. 





U. S. imports of wood and paper 

to $85.8 million in January 

154 from $107.7 million in December 

, according to the Bureau of the 

U. S. Department of Commerce. 

decrease was due largely to 
imports of newsprint paper. 


April 26, 1954 





Peru Receives New Loan From IBRD 
For Buying Agricultural Machinery 


A loan of US$1,700,000 has been made to Peru by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the bank reports. 

The loan will pay for the import of agricultural machinery needed 
to reclaim old lands, to open new areas to cultivation, and improve 


methods of production. Increased 
equipment will help reduce Peru’s need 
for food imports and will increase its 
foreign exchange earnings, the bank 
said. 

The National City Bank of New York 
has agreed to participate in the loan, 
without the International Bank’s guar- 
anty, to the extent of US$250,000 of the 
first five maturities of the loan falling 
due semiannually from July 15, 1956, 
through July 15, 1958. 

This is the bank’s second loan to 
Peru for the purchase of agricultural 
machinery; the other, for US$1,300,000, 
was made in July 1952. As in the ear- 
lier loan, the machinery financed with 
the new loan will be operated by the 
Servicio Cooperativo Interamericano de 
Produccion, de Alimentos (SCIPA), an 
agency of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

SCIPA was established in 1943 by 
the Peruvian Government and the In- 
stitute of Inter-American Affairs of the 
United States. In addition to operat- 
ing agricultural machinery pools, 
SCIPA furnishes free technical assist- 
ance to farmers through an extension 
service program. 


Machinery in Demand 


The demand for land clearing and 
land preparation in Peru is rapidly in- 
creasing. On the coastal plain about 
370,000 acres of land formerly in pro- 
duction haye been abandoned because 
of deterioration of irrigation ditches, 
poor drainage, and failure to level for 
satisfactory water usage, the bank ex- 
plained. Other lands still under culti- 
vation need to be leveled to permit 
more effective use of. water and the 
use of mechanized methods of cultiva- 
tion. On the eastern slopes of the 
Andes large areas of land can be 
cleared at relatively low cost. 


SCIPA estimates that during the 
life of the machinery financed by this 
loan, it will be able to rehabilitate 
about 37,000 acres of land and clear 
about another 12,500 acres each year. 
The cumulative effect of 5 years of full 
operation of the machinery should re- 
sult in an increase of annual produc- 
tion valued at US$36 million, of which 
about US$17 million would be exported, 
making a substantial improvement in 
Peru’s balance of payments. 


The greater part of the proceeds of 
this loan will be spent for the purchase 
of heavy equipment to increase SCIPA’s 
land clearing and land preparation ac- 
tivities. A lesser portion will be spent 


output made possible by the new 
on cultivation and transportation equip- 
ment, spare parts and shop tools. Spe- 
cifically, the loan will pay for the 


import of crawler tractors, heavy earth- _ 


moving equipment, scrapers, graders, 
borderers, plows, cultivators, subsoilers, 
threshers, trailers, trucks, and pickups. 


Payments Arranged 

The loan is for a term of 7 years, and 
bears interest of 4% percent per annum 
including the statutory 1 percent com- 
mission which will be allocated to the 
bank’s special reserve. ° Amortization 
payments will begin July 15, 1956. 

The Peruvian Government has now 
negotiated settlements for resuming 
service on all Government or Govern- 
ment-guaranteed debt which has been 
in default. Following the settlement 
of Peru’s dollar debt early in 1953, the 
Government, in December 1953, reached 
an agreement with the Council of For- 
eign Bondholders of London on the 
terms of settlement to be offered to 
holders of defaulted sterling bonds. 
These terms were approved by the Pe- 
ruvian Congress in February 1954. 





Colombian Rubber Firms 


Expand Plants, Facilities 


The Industria Colombiana de Llantas 
celebrated the production of the mil- 
lionth tire at its plant near Bogota on 
February 26. 

The company was formed in 1942 and 
began production in+1945. Its capacity 
has been expanded from 60,000 units an- 


nually to over 200,000, and a new pro- - 


gram is in progress which will almost 
double the present potential. Under this 
program items to be produced for the 
first time include large-size truck tires, 
tires for agricultural tractors, battery 
cases, rubber tiles, rubber soles, and 
various molded-rubber articles. 
Another company has announced its 
decision to undertake a major expansion 
program on property purchased some 
time ago at. Yumbo, 7 miles from Cali. 
Construction of the plant, which will 
produce automobile and truck tires and 
tubes, has already begun. When the 
new factory is in operation capacity will 
be considerably more than doubled. 





U. S. imports from Asia decreased 
slightly to $109.7 million in January 
1954 from $111 million in December 
1953, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


U. S. Coal Exports Higher in March _ U.S. Exports of Stil 4 


Oversea shipments of U. S. coal through U. S. ports in March rose to .967,125 
long tons from 745,673 tons in February. These figures exclude shipments to other 


countries by rail and the Great Lakes. 


March exports by ports and countries of destination are shown in the 


following table: 


{In gross tons] 


Country of 
destination 
Australia 
Belgium ... 
Denmark 
Germany 
7a 
Netherlands 
Norway 
“enn 
Sweden . 
Yugoslavia 


Total, 
Argentina 
Brazil 






































Total, South America.......... 
TC RT Mi ine 
SR Ora as Se Guntcendiiie 
Virgin Usland.................c.cccocssssssesseee a 
Total, all others................ - état 
"a 2,188 


Philadelphia 
Anth 

















Baltimore Hampton Roads Mobile Destination 

itm, Bitm. itm. totals 

ES 39,508 508 

aie 4 RR ape Baim 12,198 

: ulti <M 8,824 

19,205 Se: «++ pethrenedes 107,437 

. 212,347 212,347 

169,887 169,887 

5,341 341 

18,186 18,186 

26,642 26,642 

+... Simeone 98,211 

19,205 679,376 698,581 

’ 7 4,300 4,300 

43,818 11,348 55,166 

22,672 f 22,672 

\ See 6,752 

75,354 11,348 88,890 

17,188 154,926 sem 172,114 

e : ee... \-Bebendageeenrs 3,516 

CS * wnehiliie 4,024 

17,188 162,466 179,654 
917,196 11,348 


36,393 967,125 








New British Car Made 


For N. American Trade 


Production of a new two-seater tam- 
ily car, the Nash Metropolitan, to be 
sold exclusively in North America, has 
been announced simultaneously in the 
United States and in Great Britain. 

Powered by the Austin A.40 engine 
and built in Birmingham by the Austin 
Motor Co., Ltd., and Fisher & Ludlow, 
Ltd., the car is expected to earn an 
extra $25 million for Britain in 1954, 
and bring Austin dollar earnings since 
1947 to a total of $160 million. 

Both hardtop and convertible models 
have been flowing from the Austin pro- 
duction lines in large numbers for sev- 
eral months. The present rate of output 
of 300 a week will soon rise to 350, 
and if necessary to 500 a week. 

A new Standard Ten car was intro- 
duced on March 22, 1954, by Standard 
Motor Co., Ltd. The car is powered by 
a 4-cylinder overhead-valve engine, and 
the price, including £171 purchase tax, 
is £580 (£1—US$2.80). 

In announcing the Standard Ten, a 
Standard Motor Co. official said that 
it was the company’s intention when 
it first entered the small-car market 
to do’so in three stages. The introduc- 
tion of the Standard Eight was the 
first stage, and the Ten is the second 
stage. The third stage will be to pro- 
vide additional body styles. 

Production of the Eight is at the rate 
of 200 a day, and by May 1954 the out- 
put will be 240 a day. With the Ten, 
the company’s combined output will be 
close to 300 daily by the fall of 1954. 


National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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Ceylon Producer Opens New 
Modern Rubber Factory 


Ceylon’s most modern rubber factory, 
with an ultimate annual capacity of 5.2 
million pounds of blanket crepe, began 
limited production in. March. 


The new plant, constructed at a cost 
of 1 million rupees (US$210,000), is 
owned by a British firm, Grand Central 
(Ceylon) Rubber Estates, the largest 
rubber producer in Ceylon. It is located 
at Nakiadeniya, near Galle. 


The factory departs from convention- 
al design in that it utilizes the endless 
belt system, applying assembly line 
technique to the manufacture of rubber. 
With improved production methods rub- 
ber can be processed for shipment in 
5 days compared with the 10 to 14 days 
normally required. Significant savings 
in labor costs also are anticipated. 

Although its capacity is much greater, 
the new plant will manufacture only 
2,000 pounds of sole crepe a day be- 
cause of the depressed local crepe 
market. 





Hydrogen Peroxide To Be 
Manufactured in India 


India’s first hydrogen peroxide manu- 
facturing plant, to be known as Na- 
tional Peroxide, Ltd., is to be set up in 
Bombay in association with a British 
firm. 

The Bombay Dyeing and Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd., one of the largest manu- 
facturers of textiles in India, and 
Laporte Chemicals, Ltd., London, have 
agreed to form the company, with a 
subscribed capital of 3,600,000 rupees 
divided into 36,000 shares of 100 rupees 
each (1 rupee = US$0.21). The Bombay 
firm will Subscribe to 15,000 shares. 

Production capacity for the factory 


Picture Goods Rise 


Exports of photographic goods, 
motion-picture film and equipment, from 
the United States in 1953 were valued 
at $33,017,393, more than 15 percent 
higher than the 1952 exports valued at 
$28,607,229, and about $2 million higher 
than in 1947, the previous peak year 
for exports. 

Preliminary statistics of the Bureay 
of the Census, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, show a small decline ip 
exports of still-picture cameras com. 
pared with 1952, but an increase jp: 
exports of  still-picture proj 
lenses, films and dry plates, photo 
graphic paper, and other photographie 
equipment. 

Exports of sensitized materials, jp. 
cluding films and dry plates, amounted 
to $14,358,341 in 1953, about 13 percent 
higher than the 1952 exports valued at 
$¥2,685,289. Exports of all types of 
sensitized materials were larger in 1953, 
shipments of X-ray film registering the 
largest gain. Exports of photographie 
paper in 1953 amounted to 97,469,511 
square feet valued at $4,661,942 com 
pared with 87,991,020 square feet 
valued at $4,284,727 in 1952. 


Camera Exports Down; Others Up 


Still-picture cameras and parts were 
exported to the value of $2,577,172 in 
1953, about 6 percent below the 1952 
exports valued at $2,748,914. Exports 
of still-picture projectors and phote 
graphic lenses were somewhat higher 
in 1953. Exports of photographic 
reproduction equipment in 1953 reveal 
that foreign shipments of microfilm 
equipment dropped to $627,816 compared 
with $664,297 in 1952, but exports of 
photocopying equipment totaled $972- 
047, slightly higher than the 1952 e& 
ports of $966,316. 

Probably the largest gain recorded 
was in the export classification “other 
photographic equipment and parts, not 
separately classified,” with exports @ 
1953 amounting to $8,164,521, whidi 
was over $2 million higher than te 
1952 exports of $6,102,534. 





is contemplated at 1,000 long tons per 
year. Although present consumptiol 
demand is variously estimated betWeen 
300%and 500 tons per year, the sponsor 
anticipate an increase in consumption, 
as many textile mills are planning @ 
introduce hydrogen peroxide in theif 
bleaching operations, 





U. S. imports from Europe declined 
$163.4 million in January 1954 from 
$184.6 million in December 1953, accor 
ing to the Bureau of the Census, U& 
Department of Commerce. 

This decline reflected lower imports 
from many of the individual countries 
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Spanish Peppermint 
Farm Raises Output 


A 90-hectare zone planted to pepper- 
mint along the Orbigo River in Leon 
Province, Spain, described as the only 

rmint farm in the country, pro- 
quced 2,500 metric tons of dried leaves 
in 1953, which upon distillation yielded 
5000 kilograms of peppermint oil (1 
hectare = 2,471 acres; 1 kilogram = 

9946 pounds). Cultivation was begun 
in 1951 with 8 hectares and increased 
to 15 in 1952. 

Spain’s normal consumption of oil is 
estimated at 6,000 to 7,000 kilograms. 
A possible increase in production area 
could produce sufficient oil not only for 
Spain but for export. 


The entire output is said to have been 
put under contract by a Leon dealer in 
essential oils and medicinal and indus- 
trial plants. He has built a distilling 
facility at Carrizo de la Ribera, and a 
pharmaceutical firm in Barcelona re- 
portedly has been buying the plant’s en- 
tire production for its own use, 

The dealer-distiller is said to be seek- 
ing to export both peppermint leaves 
and peppermint oil to the United States. 

Until World War II, Spain had prac- 
tically no commercial peppermint pro- 
duction, and imported the oil from Italy 
and the United Kingdom. Small experi- 
mental plantings had been promoted by 
the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture 
along the banks of the Torio River, 
also in Leon Province, between 1945 and 
149, but these plantings have dis- 
appeared. 





French May Soon Buy 
W.GermanCoal Mines 


The French iron and steel industry is 

thout to buy the German Harpener 
Bergbau coal mines in Westphalia, ac- 
trding to press reports. The French 
ad West German Governments have 
ben negotiating for the past few 
months and agreement is said to have 
ben reached on a purchase price of 
thout $45 million. 

The French Government reportedly 
wil grant a loan to the steel manufac- 
turers to facilitate the purchase, the 
lan to be redeemable in 40 years, bear 
{5 percent interest, and be settled in 
three payments equivalent to $15 mil- 
lin each (40 percent in francs, 60 per- 
tent in marks). 

The Germans are said to have pledged 
themselves to invest the franc payment 
thus received in France. 

Purchase of these mines would in- 
Mease by 2.5 million to 3 million tons 
Mhually the metallurgical coke supply 
Controlled by French steel manufactur- 
8. For such coke France is largely 

dent on imports from foreign 

‘untries, particularly Germany. 


April 26, 1954 





Danish Firm Builds 
/ Alcohol Plant 


A plant for the production of 
synthetic ethyl alcohol is being 
constructed on thé island of Pro- 
vestenen, near Copenhagen, by 
A/S DeDansk Spritfabrikker, the 
sole licensed Danish producer of 
alcohol. Annual capacit, of the 
plant will be about 6 million liters, 
100 percent alcohol basis (1 liter= 
1.05671 liquid quarts). 


Ethylene for the alcohol syn- 
thesis will be furnished by a pe- 
troleum refinery now under con- 
struction on the same island. A 
plant for concentration of the 
sulfuric acid used in the process 
is included in the project. The 
plant is expected to start opera- 
tions by the end of 1954.—Emb., 
Copenhagen. 











Austrian Shoe Output 


‘Reaches Postwar High 


Austrian leather footwear production 
for the first time in the postwar period 
amounted to more than 5 million pairs 
in 1953. Actual output totaled 5,334,253 
pairs, approximately a 20-percent in- 
crease over 1952 production of 4,432,133 
pairs. 

Of the 1953 production, 1,851,500 pairs 
were made with soles of materials other 
than leather, increasing by almost 50 
percent over 1952. Also produced were 
3,364,441 pairs of auxiliary shoes, which 
output is slightly higher than 1952 pro- 
duction of 3,180,579 pairs of this type. 
Included in this category were slippers, 
workshoes with wooden soles, textile 
street shoes with rubber soles, and simi- 
lar shoes. 


Total leather and auxiliary footwear 
manufactured in 1953 amounted to 
8,698,694 pairs compared with 7,612,712 
pairs in 1952. In addition, an estimated 
60,000 to 100,000 pairs were made by 
repair, orthopedic, and custom shoe- 
makers. 

A breakdown of 1953 leather foot- 
wear production in pairs, with 1952 
figures in parentheses, follows: Street 
shoes—men’s, 969,048 (878,601); wom- 
en’s, 2,486,437 (2,058,484); teen-age 
boys, 176,397 (144,893); children’s, 562,- 
067 (463,172); babies’, 266,716 (217,387). 
Workshoes — men’s, 108,110 (114,423); 
women’s, 21,136 (29,176). Mountain and 
skiing boots—men’s, 102,330 (95,062); 
women’s, 96,561 (85,133); children’s, 
74,249 (57,221). Women’s sandals, 471,- 
202 (288,581). 

Austrian exports of shoes increased 
from 142.3 metric tons in 1952 to 298.9 
metric tons in 1953, with West and East 
Germany the principal markets. Foot- 
wear imports were negligible. 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


U. S. Exports of Film and 
Equipment Show Gains 


The total value of U. S. exports of 
motion-picture films and equipment in 
1953 was $29,352,273, an increase of 
about 14 percent over 1952 exports 
valued at $25,692,819. Preliminary statis- 
tics of the Bureau of the Census, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, reveal that 
exports in 1953 were at the highest level 
since the peak year of 1947, when they 
amounted to $31,547,567. 


Exports of exposed feature films, both 
35-mm. and 16-mm., totaled 303,351,452 
linear feet valued at $10,188,253 in 1953 
and were at about the same level as 
1952 exports of 305,866,735 linear feet 
valued at $9,681,480. The increase in 
dollar value of feature films probably 
is due to larger shipments of color films. 
Exports of 16-mm. feature films again 
registered a substantial increase in 1953. 

Exports of unexposed motion-picture 
film (rawstock) gained more than 40 
million linear feet. in 1953, amounting 
to 310,064,649 valued at $7,364,360 com- 
pared with 267,643,072 linear feet 
valued at $6,184,418 in 1952. The largest 
gains were registered in exports of 
16-mm, rawstock film, 


Camera, Equipment Shipments Up 

Total exports of motion-picture equip- 
ment, including cameras and projection, 
sound, and studio equipment, were 
valued at $11,799,660, about 20 percent 
higher than the 1952 exports valued at 
$9,826,921. Exports of motion-picture 
cameras, sound-recording and reproduc- 
ing equipment, arc lamps, screens, and 
studio equipment registered increases in 
1953, the largest gains being in exports 
of sound equipment and motion-picture 
screens. Exports of motion-picture pro- 
jectors increased in al] classes, except 
in 16-mm. sound projectors. Exports of 
16-mm. sound projectors amounted to 
7,700 units valued at $2,572,821 in 1953, 
compared with 10,092 units valued at 
$3,038,594 in 1952. 


Fork Trucks To Be Produced 
Under License in Denmark 


A 10-year contract for the manufac- 
ture in Denmark under license of a 
prominent U. S. line of fork trucks and 
similar handling equipment has ‘been 
concluded between the U. S. manufac- 
turer and his agent in Denmark, accord- 
ing to the Copenhagen press. 

Motors, hydraulic equipment, and 
some special parts will be supplied from 
the United States. Other components 
will be furnished by various Danish 
manufacturers, The plant of the Ring- 
sted Foundry and Machine Works is 
to be expanded to meet assembly re- 
quirements. The product will be sup- 
plied to Denmark and other European 
markets. 
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Ecuador Meets... 


(Continued from Page 8) 


beef cattle herds in order to satisfy 
the heavy demand for meat. 


The municipal electric company of 
Quito is seeking a $2,800,000 loan from 
the International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development to finance con- 
struction of additional hydroelectric and 
thermal electric power facilities with a 
combined capacity of 14,500 kilowatts, 
which will double Quito’s present ca- 
pacity. Meanwhile, the National Eco- 
nomic Council continues to study a 
nationwide electrification program to 
cost 350 million sucres in the first 5-year 
construction’ period and to increase the 
nation’s capacity by 60,000 kilowatts, 
from the present 45,000 kilowatts. 

The new fertilizer plant inaugurated 
near Quito in January reportedly will 
also produce eucalyptus oil for the U. S. 
market. Present oil-producing capacity 
is 2,500 pounds a month, but the new 
plant expects to double this capacity 
in the near future. 

The Ministry of Economy has called 
for bids on 300,000 sacks of cement 
which it will import in an effort to ease 
the severe shortage of this essential 
building material. Meanwhile construc- 
tion activity has been slowed con- 
siderably. 

U. S. fishery interests formed a new 
company in Ecuador in February known 
as Pesquerias Humboldt (Humboldt 
Fisheries, Inc.) which will engage in 
fishing for, processing, and _ selling 
“shrimp, shellfish, and other marine 
species,” according to the articles of in- 
corporation. So.far as is known, the new 
concern has not yet obtained a conces- 
sion from the Ecuadoran Government 
to pursue these activities in Ecuadoran 
waters. 

Gasoline reserves at Quito reached a 
high point of 900,000 gallons in late 
February, a supply sufficient for the 
capital city’s needs for approximately 4 
weeks. 

The oil line between Bucay and Pal- 
mira, designed to facilitate the trans- 
portation of gasoline up the steepest 
section of the Guayquil-Quito rail line; 
has been completed past the half-way 
mark, and work now is in progress near 
Sibambe, 130 kilometers from Guay- 
aquil. , 


Labor Difficulties Met 


Unemployment reportedly was _in- 
creasing in Ecuador during January and 
February; 150 waterworks employees 
were discharged at Quito when the city 
was obliged to reduce the waterworks 
construction force because funds were 
insufficient to carry on the work at the 
same rate as before. The new city ad- 
ministration at Guayaquil is seeking to 
reduce what it considers an excessive 
number of municipal workers. 

A dispute between stevedores and the 
Astral fruit company at Esmeraldas was 
settled by granting the stevedores a 
small increase—from 1.10 to 1.20 sucres 
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—per stem of bananas loaded, and guar- 
anteeing job stability. Petroleum work- 
ers at the Manabi Exploration Co. are 
seeking a wage increase, a company 
commissary, job stability, and the re- 
turn of 21 workers recently released.— 
Emb., Quito. 





Italian General ... 
(Continued from Page 7) 


$9 million; the United Kingdom, clear- 
ing for the sterling area, $6.8 million, 
before amortization; France, $3.4 mil- 
lion; and the Netherlands, $3.4 million. 
Sweden was the largest. debtor with 
$1.7 million. 


Since Italy was in the 50-percent 
gold-paying tranche, the February defi- 
cit was settled half in gold (dollars) 
and half in credit extended by EPU. 

Italy’s cumulative EPU deficit at the 
end of February was $154.3 million. 
The deficit rate for the first 8 days of 
March indicated that Italy was on the 
verge of entering the 70-percent gold 
(dollar) paying tranche—cumulative 
deficit of $164 million—and fast ap- 
proaching the point of 100-percent gold 
(dollar) payment in’ the EPU. The 
Italian Government reportedly will take 
all steps possible, including the negotia- 
tion of loans, if necessary, to avoid 
reaching the point where EPU deficits 
will have to be paid 100 percent in gold 
(dollars). 

Up to March 22 no very significant 
changes had occurred from 1953, a 
generally favorable year, when gross 
national product stood at 10,893 billion 
lire, or $17.4 billion, 7 percent higher 
in real terms than during 1952, com- 
pared with a 6-percent increase in 1952 
over 1951 and a 3-percent increase in 
1951 over 1950. 

Private consumption increased 6 per- 
cent in real terms, and proportionately 
more in the depressed South. 

Gross investment totaled 2,230 billion 
lire, in 1953, or $3.6 billion, an in- 
crease of 5.2 percent over 1952, with the 
main increases occurring in public 
works, housing, and agriculture. Indus- 
trial investment declined by about 5 
percent. 

Prices remained virtually stable -in 
1953, with only a 0.4-percent decrease in 
the wholesale index and a 1.9-percent 
increase in cost of living. The continued 
increase in money supply remained 
consistent with the rate of economic 
growth. Although less acute than in 
1952, imbalance of international pay- 
ments was still evident, with a current 
account deficit of 293 billion lire, or 
$468.8 million, as compared with 361 
billion, $577.6 million in 1952. 





Austrian soap and washing powder 
production has hit a postwar high, 
according to the Austrian Institute for 
Economic Research. The output in Octo- 
ber 1953 was 4,308 tons compared with 
3,387 tons in October 1952 and a 
monthly average of 2,862 tons for the 
year 1952. 


World Trade... 


(Continued from Page 18) 


and some specialized equipment from 
the United States have a favored posi- 
tion because of quality, U. S. cameras 
meet strong competition, especially from 
Germany. 


Physicians and Surgeons—Honduras, 


Tanneries—Italy.—The tanning indus- 
try is centralized in the Piedmont and 
Lombardy regions. The whole industry 
numbers approximately 650 firms, han- 
dicrafts included, and employs about 
17,000 workers. Annual consumption of 
raw bovine hides is estimated at about 
100,000 metric tons, of which about 50 
percent is imported. Around 70 percent 
of Italian requirements of raw kidskins 
is imported. Approximately 50 percent 
of the raw lambskins consumed in Italy 
is imported, principally from Australia, 
New Zealand, Argentina, and South 
Africa. 


Being aware of the appreciable de- 
cline registered since early 1952 in the 
prices.of U. S. raw hides, tanners are 
constantly urging the Government to 
relax import restrictions from the dol- 
lar area. Should this be obtained, the 
Italian market would offer gratifying 
sales possibilities. 

Vegetable raw materials for tanning 
and dyeing are importable without im- 
port license from countries requiring 
payments in U. S. or Canadian dollars. 
During the first 10 months of 1953 Italy 
imported 1,957 metric tons of vegetable 
tanning extracts, mainly mimosa and 
quebracho and exported 7,797 metric 
tons of chestnut, oak, and nutgall. 


Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Vene- 
zuela.—The tobacco industry produces 
cigarettes almost exclusively, although 
some handmade cigars and a small 
quantity of extremely expensive pipe 
tobacco are produced. Output in 1952 
was 2,482,085,000 cigarettes, Leaf-to- 
bacco (bright) imports have increased 
but still amount to only 357 metric tons; 
this quantity has been stable over re- 
cent years. 


Colombia To Have New Gas 
Plant and Service Stations 


Land has been purchased and & 
7,000-barrel capacity bulk and distribu- 
tion gasoline plant will be constructed 
at the Medellin terminus of the Puerto 
Berrio-Medellin pipeline, by the Shell 
Oil Co, of Colombia. : 

After completion of the Barranca- 
bermeja refinery the company will dis- 
tribute gasoline through 10_ service 





stations now being built in 4 Colom 


bian cities. Initially 30 to 40 individually 
owned outlets also are expected to 
gas under the brand name. 





World Trade Week, May 16-22 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





irchitects, Builders 
Plan Australian Show 


An Architects and Builders Exhibition 
will be held at the Lower Town Hall, 
, Australia, May 10-25, as part 
of the Fourth Australian Architectural 
Convention, May 9-15. i 
The exhibition will contain a display 
of work done by architects in New 
South Wales and a special exhibit 
flustrating and stressing the service 
an architect renders to his client and 
the public. 

The fundamentals of architectural 
design, town planning, the building re- 
search station, and an experimental 
house of tomorrow, sponsored by the 
Australian Women’s Weekly, are but a 
few subjects of the exhibits. 


Additional displays include a photo- 
graphic exhibition of internatfonal 
architecture, a selection of drawings 
and models illustrating work done by 
the schools of architecture, an exhibi- 
tion of rare books and manuscripts, and 
a special display of paintings. 

Many Countries Participate 

Great Britain, the United States, 
Canada, Belgium, Italy, Finland, Japan, 
Greece, Germany, and Mexico already 
have notified the director of their in- 
tentions of sending material for inclu- 
sion in the exhibition. A number of 
other European, South American, Mid- 
de East, and Near East countries also 
will participate. An Australian-wide 
competition on domestic architecture is 


Detailed inquiries should be addressed 
to Asher Joel, Organizer and Public 
Relations Director, Fourth Australian 
Architectural Convention, 1954, Scottish 
Union House, 26 O’Connell Street, Syd- 
ney, Australia. 





ltalian Fishing Fair To 
Show Equipment, Produce 


The Fourteenth International Fair of 
Fishing ahd Similar Activities is to be 
held at Ancona, Italy, July 7-25. 


The articles and produce to be ex- 
hibited are: Motors and naval engines; 
hulls and models; fishing tools for 
coasting, sporting, and -in-the-high-seas 
fishing; rigging; products concerning 
the fish industry, sailing and shipown- 
ffs’ activities, including connected and 

articles; and _  ichthyological 
Material and sea-living produce. 

Firms interested in the fishing indus- 
ty, and concerns producing equipment 
for industrial fishing, diesel motors, etc., 
who wish to exhibit them at the show, 
should contact On. Avv. Enrico Sparar 
re Ancona Fisheries Fair, Ancona, 
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Italy To Be Host to First Navigation 


Exhibit, Congresses, Conventions 


The First International Navigation Exhibition is to be held in 
Naples, Italy, May 15 through October 15, 1954. 

The exhibition, under the patronage of the Italian Ministry of Mer- 
chant Marine, is being organized to illustrate the development of naviga- 
tion and its potential future progress in order to increase exchange of 


information. 


Efforts are being made to provide 
visitors with a complete view of the 
navigational field from the historical, 
technical, and economic standpoint. The 
exhibition will be held in the existing 
facilities of the Mostra d’Oltremare on 
40,000 square meters of pavilions— 
10,000 square meters under cover, and 
30,000 of open space. 


Of special interest will be the exhibi- 


-tion of the 5-foot, glass-encased model 


of the Flying Enterprise, which is being 
shipped aboard the Flying Enterprise 
II. The model will be delivered by the 
master of the Enterprise, Capt. Henrik 
Kurt Carlsen, about April 30, at Genoa, 
Italy. 

Congress, Convention Dates Set 


A full program of congresses and 
conventions will be held in Naples while 
the International Navigation Exhibition 
is in progress as follows: 

@ The International Cargo Handling 
Association Congress is scheduled from 
May 31 through June 4, and the basic 
theme will be “The Requisites of an 
Ideal Port.” The expected 400 delegates, 
will find a special exhibition containing 
scale models of the principal ports of 
the world, showing their organization 
and existing facilities. 

@ The Second Italo-American Con- 
gress for Economic Exchange will be in 
session June 7-9, This congress is being 
sponsored by the Italian Chamber of 
Commerce for the Americas, and the 
Union of Italian Chambers of Com- 
merce. 

@ The Congress of Aeronautical Leg- 
islation will be held June 10-12. 

@ The Philatelical Convention will be 
in progress June 12-13, It is sponsored 
by the Mostra d’Oltremare in conjunc- 
tion with the First Exhibition of Air 
and Sea Postage Stamps, which will 
open on May 27 and close on June 30. 

@ About 1,000 delegates are expected 
to attend the International Convention 
of Industrial Diseases, sponsored by the 
Ministry of Labor, September 13-19. It 
will be a continuation of the convention 
held in Lisbon during 1953. An exhibi- 
tion of pharmaceutical products will be 
shown, and visitors are invited to attend 
throughout September. 

@ The subjects to be discussed at the 
International Technical Congress of 
Ships and Navigation, September 21-26, 
will be naval architecture, marine 
motors, navigation and navigational 





aids, meteorology, oceanography, and 
hydrography. 

@ The Congress of Licensed Captains, 
sponsored and organized by the Italian 
Association of Licensed Captains, will 
be held September 27-29. 


@ The last congress currently sched- 
uled is the International Congress of 
Ethnography and Folklore, which will 
be held October 3-12. 

All of these conventions and con- 
gresses will be held in the Arts and 
Congress Palace of the Mostra d’Oltre- 
mare, which is one of the most modern 
and functional in Europe. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Dr, Luigi Tocehetti, President. of 
the Mostra d’Oltremare, Naples, Italy, 





Paris Schedules Paper 
And Graphic Arts Fair 


The coming Fourth International 
Salon of Paper and Graphic Industries 
Equipment (Quatrieme Salon Interna- 
tional des Techniques Papetieres et 
Graphiques) will be held at the Grand 
Palais in Paris, May 1-12. 

Paper and cardboard producers and 
transformers, printers, pamphlet bind- 
ers, edition binders, and gilders will see 
the latest machines, equipment, acces- 
sories, and supplies used in the paper 
and graphic industries. Nearly 300 ex- 
hibitors, including 120 foreign firms, 
will be represented. 

The following European machines 
will be shown: The prototype of the 
“Lumitype,” Higonnet and Moyroud’s 
photographic typesetting machine; the 
first French machine for engraving 
plastic blocks directly from a docu- 
ment; and a series of 60 machines, 
many of which are entirely new, by a 
group of East German manufacturers, 

An additional feature will be the 
First Biennial Show of Printed Matter, 
in three main sections, press, books, and 
publicity, with their indispensable corol- 
laries, press advertisements, and pho- 
tographs for printing. Leading French 
poster artists and press cartoonists also 
will display their work. 

Prospective visitors may obtain data 
from Techniques, Papetieres, et 
Graphiques, 54, 40, rue du Colisee, 
Paris 8, France. 
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West German Handicraft 
Fair Scheduled in May 


The West German Handicraft and 
Trade Fair, which in the last 6 years 
has become the largest European fair 
of its kind, will be held in Munich, Ger- 
many, May 12-23, under the sponsorship 
of the Verein fuer Handwerksausstel- 
lungen und Messen e. V. (Association for 
Handicraft Expositions and Fairs, Inc.). 


The fair will combine commercial dis- 
plays with special exhibitions of handi- 
craft products, including those of 
German trade schools, such as the glass 
blowers’ or violin makers’ schools. 
Special shows include an exhibition of 
the German joiners’ and cabinetmakers’ 
trade, a sample show of German handi- 
craft, and a show on modern advertising 
in arts and crafts. 


More than 1,000 exhibitors from West 
Germany and approximately 200 from 
other countries are expected to set up 
displays in the 30,000-square-meter 
space allocated for the fair. 

A summary of commercial exhibits 

follows: Plumbing and heating equip- 
ment; textile and leather machinery; 
agricultural machinery and implements; 
construction work; metalworking and 
‘ woodworking machinery and _ tools; 
bakers’, confectioners’, and butchers’ 
machinery and equipment; flour mill 
machines and equipment; precision, 
mechanical, optical, and photographic 
products; laundry machines; household 
and office furniture and furnishings; 
handicraft articles; wearing apparel; 
shoes and leather goods; perfumes and 
beauty aids; games, sport and camping 
equipment; household appliances; ve- 
hicles and transportation equipment; 
radios and musical instruments; profes- 
sional books and technical literature. 


Information may be obtained from 
the Verein, through Max Waldemar 
Halbe, Director, Theresienhoehe 14/1, 
Munich 12, Germany. 





Summer Leatherware Show 
Now Set for Amsterdam 


The Netherland leatherware trade or- 
ganizations now plan to hold the Sum- 
mer Leatherware Trade Show in the 
Netherland Bicycle and Automobile In- 
dustry Association’s Exposition Build- 
ing in Amsterdam, July 27-30. 

The show previously was scheduled to 
be held in Utrecht, July 26-29 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Jan. 18, 1954, p. 16). 





U. S. exports of textile fibers and 
manufactures dropped to $103.4 million 
in January 1954 from $125.5 million in 
December 1953, the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
reports. 

This decline was primacily a result 
of lower exports of unmanufactured 
cotton. 
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Sao Paulo Trade Fair 
Offers Space 


A limited number of additional 
applications for exhibit space at 
the First International Exhibition 
Trade Fair, to be held in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, July 9-September 7, 
will be accepted by the fair man- 
agement. 

The closing date for receipt of 
applications previously was De- 
cember 31, 1953, but some space 
remains to be allocated. 

Business firms wishing to par- 
ticipate may file their applica- 
tions with the Director, First In- 
ternational Exhibition Trade Fair, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. 











U. S. Firms Take Part 
In Brussels Exhibit 


The Twenty-eighth Brussels Inter- 
national Fair, to be held April 24 to 
May 9, promises to be one of the im- 
portant economic events of Western 
Europe. 

The number of U. S. exhibitors is 10 


percent greater this year than last, 
bringing the United States into fifth 
place among nations represented. 


This year more than 4,000 exhibitors 
from over 28 nations will participate in 
the fair, the area of which has been in- 
creased to 107,500 square meters. 

Last year, 15,930 buyers from 63 
different countries went over the stands 
in the 11 palaces of tHe centenaire and 
those of the surrounding grounds. 


Numerous U. S. firms specializing in 
the manufacture of machine tools will 
be among the exhibitors. The fitters and 
manufacturers of central heating ap- 
paratus are in the majority. Several 
U. S. exhibitors will display products 
representing all kinds of businesses and 
industries. Among others will be world- 
wide representatives in the following 
industries: Paper, hardware, furniture, 
porcelain, glass, building, and sports. , 

Canada, the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Israel, Luxembourg, Morocco, Tunisia, 
and Italy also will have displays. 


Foreign buyers are assured in ad- 
vance of finding at the Brussels Fair all 
the facilities for establishing fruitful 
contacts with the exhibitors. Interpre- 
ters will be placed at their disposal. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Belgian diplomatic and consulate 
representatives; the Belgian Chamber 
of Commerce, 50 Rockfeller Plaza, New 
York 20, N. Y.; and the Official Belgian 
Tourist Bureau, 422 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 
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Switzerland Host to 
Cookery Exhibition 


The International Cookery Exhibj. 
tion, known as the “HOSPES,” will be 
held in the Grand Pavillion in Bern, 
Switzerland, May 14-June 21. 

The HOSPES, meaning guest as welj 
as host, embraces hospitality in its 
widest sense, and is represented by ex. 
hibits in the art of cooking for private 
households, the catering trade, and the 
hotel trade, as well as the various 
branches of industries and trade con. 
nected with the kitchen, such as wine 
cellar and table service. 

Of special interest will be the cookery 
demonstration on modern nutrition and 
diets, the competition between teams of 
different nations in the international 
restaurant, and the methods used for 
professional training of hotel and res 
taurant staffs. 

Not only will the visitor be able to 
see these demonstrations, but he wil 
be able to sample the exhibits and judge 
their taste and excellence. National and 
international producers of essential 
goods will be well represented, 

Exhibition catalogs and other infor 
mation may be obtained from the Sec 
retary of the Exhibition, Schauplatz 
gasse 23, Bern, Switzerland. 


Canadian Fair Will 
Show Italian Goods 


The Seventh International Fair of 
Canada to be held in Toronto from May 
31 to June 11, will exhibit mechanical 
and textile products of 18 Italian hand 
craft firms, coordinated by Soc, 0, 
Romagnoli, of Florence. : 


The Italian machine tool exhibit wil 
include multispindle upright drills; sur 
face grinders; radial drilling machines; 
gear hobbing, machines; boring ms 
chines; punching and _ shearing 
machines; vertical milling, tapping, and 
broaching machines; heavy-duty engine 
lathes; machine tools; hydraulic-feed 
cold sawing machines; and vertical j§ 
borers. 

The wool textile exhibit will display 
Italian worsteds and woolens; blankets 
carpets, and rugs; worsted yarns fot 
hand knitting and industry; wool 
fabrics for ladies’ clothing; and woolen 
hosiery. 

The exhibit of Italian medical and 
optical instruments, scientific and pr 
cision tools will include such items # 
microscopes, balances and _ weight 
lenses, cameras, 35-mm. sound proj 
tion equipment and accessories, dra¥ 
ing instruments and equipme 
automobile accessories, electric tim 
recorders, and clocks, é 

Additional information may be 
tained by writing to the Directo 
Seventh International Fair of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





"” Books 
and Reports 


jater-Continental Press Guide. H, Plaza 

Building, Havana, Cuba. Annual sub- 

scription (2 semiannual volumes and 

10 monthly supplements), $25; sin- 

gle volume, $8; single supplement, $1. 

Circulation figures, advertising rates 
and specifications, and other informa- 
tion for advertisers are given for more 
than 700 newspapers and magazines 
published in the Latin American Repub- 
lies, the Caribbean area, and the Philip- 
pines, as well as for Spanish-language 
publications issued in the United States 
for Latin American consumption. Data 
are presented in semiannual volumes 
and brought up to date in the interim 
by monthly supplements. 

The January 1954 issue of the guide, 
in addition to data on newspapers and 
magazines in 32 countries, includes a 
list of international publishers’ repre- 
sentatives in New York City; a table 
of equivalents for column inches, agate 
lines, and centimeters; and basic data 
on the Mexican market. 


Report to Congress on the Mutual 
Security Program. Foreign Operations 
Administration. Washington, D. C. 
Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. 
Government Printing Office, 1954. 65 
pp. 45 cents. 

This fifth semiannual report of the 
President to the Congress on the Mu- 
tual Security Program covers operations 
in the 6-month period June 30-Decem- 
ber 31, 1953. 

Pointing to the “strong recovery in 
the economic health of the free na- 
tions of the world,” the report states 
that only about 15 percent of U. S. total 
exports of nonmilitary goods and serv- 
ies were financed by direct grants and 
bans in 1953, as contrasted to 35 per- 
ent in 1949. 

A steady improvement in the Euro- 
pean economic situation is reported. 
‘Duropean industrial and agricultural 
Moduction has risen to new peaks, 
ld and dollar reserves have increased 





investment in 


VENEZUELA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


$1 


From U. $. Department of Commerce 
Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S$. Government Print- 


Ing Office, Washington 25. D. C. 
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substantially, currencies have becOme 
firmer, inflationary pressures generally 
have leveled off. . .” Austria now is 
included among the countries no longer 
requiring U. S. economic aid. 

The report calls special attention to 
the relationship between trade, aid, 
and private investment, and states that 
a constantly expanding volume of inter- 
national trade, coupled with increased 
foreign investment of U. S. private cap- 
ital is the only real, long-term solution 
to dollar shortages abroad. 

Military aid and various relief pro- 
grams also are covered in the report. 


Economic Survey of Euyope in 1953. A 
United Nations publication. New 
York. Columbia University Press, 
1954. 314 pp. $2.50. 

This survey, the seventh in a series 
of annual reports prepared by the Sec- 
retariat of the Economic Commission 
for Europe, combines analysis of major 
economic developments and problems 
in 1953 with consideration of more long« 
terran issues. 

The study is in three parts. Part I 
deals with developments in Western 
Europe and covers production and em- 
ployment, financial positions, and eco- 
nomic relations within the area as well 
as those between Western Europe and 
the rest of the world. An analysis of 
production and demand in four Euro- 
pean countries—Western Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, and the United 
Kingdom—also is presented. 

Part II, on the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe, contains a study of 
Soviet changes in policy toward the 
consumer, changes in industrial priori- 
ties and agricultural policies in East- 
ern Europe, and long-term plans for 
economic development. 

A study of Southern Europe is cov- 
ered in part III. Economic trends and 
policies are discussed individually for 
six countries—Turkey, Greece, Yugo- 
slavia, southern Italy, Spain, and Portu- 
gal. An analysis of achievements and 
potentialities in main branches of pro- 
duction is presented for the area as a 
whole. 

Numerous tables, charts, and appen- 
dixes document the survey. 


An International Comparison of Na- 
tional Products and the Purchasing 
Power of Currencies, by Hilton Gil- 
bert and Irving B, Karvis. Paris. 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation. 1954. 208 pp. $3. 
Based on a study of comparative pro- 

duction and prices of the various cate- 

gories of goods and services that make 
up the gross national products of the 

United Kingdom, France, Germany, 

Italy, and the United States, this report 

shows that the real national produc- 

tion of the European countries is sub- 
stantially higher than indicated by the 
usual financial comparisons of national 
incomes. 

With the U. S. national product set 





BUSINESS 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


The following new Business Informa- 
tion Service releases, published by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, are 
available from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D, C., or 
from the Department’s Field Offices. 
Orders should be accompanied by re- 
mittances made payable to the Treas- 
urer of the United States. 

The Business Information Service also 
is available on a subscription basis. 
Part 2 of this Service, which consists 
of the World Trade Series and the In- 
ternationl Trade Statistics Series issued 
by BFC, is $5 a year to domestic sub- 
scribers and $6.75 to foreign. 


Application of Import Tariff System 
of Denmark. April 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 555. 2 pp. 5 cents. 


Haiti—Summary of Basic Economic 
Information. April 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 556. 22 pp, 25 cents. 

Establishing a Business in Italy. April 
1954. World Trade Series No, 557. 29 
pp. 30 cents. 

Application of Import Tariff System 
of Israel. April 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 558. 2 pp. 5 cents. 


Application of Import Tariff System 
of Finland. April 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 559. 2 pp. 5 cents. 














at $1,810 per head, this comparison 
shows the United Kingdom output per 
head is equal to $1,041, France $860, 
Germany $689, and Italy $465. These 
relative levels are between 35 and 65 
percent above previous estimates de- 
rived by using exchange rates to con- 
vert the national currency values of 
income per head. 


A detailed comparison of prices 
among the countries shows that the in- 
ternal purchasing power of the Euro- 
pean currencies is considerably greater 
than their exchange rates indicate. 
While, in general, prices of durable 
goods are more favorable in the United 
States, prices of nondurable goods, par- 
ticularly foods and services, are sub- 
stantially lower in Europe, the report 
states. This extends not only to con- 
sumption goods of various types, but 
to investment goods and to goods and 
services utilized by government. 

The authors have based their study 
on the year 1950, as the latest year for 
which complete information could be 
obtained. 

The book may be purchased from the 
OEEC Mission, Publications Office, 2002 
P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 
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U. S$. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


United States Boosts 
Military Shipments 


The U. S. Government almost doubled 
its shipments of vital military equip- 
ment to the Far East, and stepped up 
deliveries of “hard goods” to the Euro- 
pean members of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) during 
1953, the Office of Business Economics, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, has 
reported. 


Net transfers by the United States 
on all grants and credit programs ag- 
gregated $6.4 billion during 1953, accord- 
ing to an article in the April Survey 
of Current Business, monthly magazine 
of the Department. 


In the Far East, net military ship- 
ments and services provided during the 
year were valued at $773 million as 
compared with $390 million in the pre- 
ceding year. Net deliveries to all other 
countries—mostly in Western Europe— 
were valued at $3.6 billion in 1953 and 
$2.3 billion in 1952. 


Military supplies and services trans- 
ferred to all areas of the Free World 
in 1953 amounted to $44 billion, as 
against $2.7 billion in the preceding 
year. The shipments included 11,000 
tanks and combat vehicles and 64,000 
other motor transport vehicles, as well 
as 2,400 airplanes. Over half a billion 
rounds of small arm and machine am- 
munition and 300,000 guns were shipped 
abroad under the mutual defense assist- 
ance program during the year. 

Other Programs Total $2 Billion 

Other U. S. programs involving eco- 
nomic assistance and technical coopera- 
tion totaled $2 billion in 1953—$400 mil- 
lion lower than in 1952. These “non- 
military” programs include all assist- 
ance not provided as military end items, 
military training and similar services, 
or contributions to the multilateral-con- 
struction program of NATO. 

Emphasis in the deliveries of non- 
military assistance under grant pro- 
grams shifted from Europe to Asia 
during 1953. The total in the Far East 
rose by 46 percent and comprised about 
one-fourth of the net grant deliveries 


during 1953, as compared with one-sixth 
in 1952. 

Shipment of surplus U. S. agricul- 
tural commodities was provided to re- 
lieve temporary food shortages in Bo- 
livia, Jordan, Libya, and Pakistan. A 
special program was organized to dis- 
tribute food parcels in West Berlin to 
the people of East Germany. Food also 
was furnished by the Agriculture De- 
partment to private relief organizations 
for distribution abroad, 

New credit disbursements’ were 
heavier in the last half of 1953, but the 
annual total retained the same rela- 
tionship to new grant transfers as in 
the preceding year, comprising one- 
fourth of the $2.6-billion gross nonmili- 
tary assistance. New credits, principally 
by the Export-Import Bank, continued 
to exceed principal collections, 

At the end of the year foreign indebt- 
edness to the U. S. Government, exclu- 
sive of World War I debts, totaled $11.9 
billion, the article reported. During the 
year the Government collected $251 
million in interest on the indebtedness, 


an increase of over 20 percent from 
1952. 





United Kingdom exports of electronic 
equipment and parts in 1953 reached a 
new record of £25.8 million (US$72.2 
million). The previous record, in 1952, 
was £24.5 million (US$68.6 million). 


Wool Gloves Tariff 
To Be Investigated 


An “escape clause” investigation was 
instituted by the Tariff Commission on 
April 12 to determine whether importa. 
tions of certain classes of wool gloves 
and mittens and wool glove linings have 
increased, under the customs treatment 
granted in the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, to the point of caus- 
ing or threatening serious injury to the 
competing domestic industry. 

This action follows an application filed 
with the Commission by the American. 
Knit Handwear Association, Inc., Glov- 
ersville, N. Y. 

The investigation is to cover the im- 
port situation of the following products; 

@ Gloves and mittens, finished or un- 
finished, wholly or in chief value of 
wool, valued over $1.75 per dozen pairs, 
dutiable under paragraph 1114(b), Tar- 
iff Act of 1930. 

@ Glove and mitten linings, knit or 
crocheted, finished or unfinished, wholly 
or in chief value of wool, valued over 
$2 per pound, dutiable under paragraph 
1114(d) of the act. 

@ Gloves and mittens, wholly or i 
chief value of wool, classifiable under 








paragraph 1529(a) of the act at current | 


rates of duty lower than 90 percent ad 
valorem, 
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